IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLINTON COUNTY, Ngvﬂl [l: @

BEVERLY LONG, et al., ) MOLLY LIVINGSTON
) ERK OF CIRCU!T COURT
Plaintiffs, ) Case No. 09CN—CV00422
)
V. )
)
PRIME TANNING CORP., et al., )
)
Defendants. )

NATIONAL BEEF LEATHERS’ REPLY TO PLAINTIFFS’ RESPONSE
TO APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF YENUE

National Beef ILeathers, LLC (“NBL”) replies to Plaintiffs’ response to NBL’s
Application for Change of Venue as follows:

The only consideration for the Court in its decision whether to transfer venue to
Livingston County is convenience to the parties. M.R.CP. 51.03. Plaintiffs’ contention that
- Jackson County or St. Louis City is better equipped than Livingston County to handle this case is
irrelevant to the issue of convenience, and they cite no authority to support the argument that the
judges and staff of the Livingston County Court are not fully capable of handling this case.

Also contrary o Plaintiffs’ argument, Livingston County will not be inconvenient to fact
or expert witnesses, who likely would only be called to testify in Livingston County once, at the
time of trial. Typically, depositions of wilnesses occur where the witnesses are located or at
some other agreed-upon location, and not necessarily near the trial venue. And convenience to
attorneys is irrelevant to the Court’s consideration. Livingston County, therefore, remains the

most convenient alternative venue for this case.
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WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth here and in its Joint Application for Change of
Venue and Change of Judge, NBL respectfully requests the Court to transfer this lawsuit to
Livingston County and to grant NBL such further relief as this Court deems appropriate.

Date: August _Iz . 2009 Respectfully submitted,

C-pfanton #54125

Stepfien J. Torline #49483

HUSCH BLACKWELL SANDERS, LLP
4801 Main Street, Suite 1000

Kansas City, MO 64112

Telephone: (816)983-8000

Facsimile: (816)983-8080
we.blanton@huschblackwell.com
stephen.torline@huschblackwell.com

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT NATIONAL
BEEF LEATHERS, LLC
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing REPLY TO
PLAINTIFFS’ RESPONSE TO APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF VENUE AND
CHANGE OF JUDGE has been deposited in the U.S. Mail, first class postage prepaid, this } 2th
day of August, 2009, to the following:

Thomas P. Cartmell

Brian J. Madden

Thomas L.. Wagstaff
Wagstaff & Cartmell LLP
4740 Grand Avenue, Suite 300
Kansas City, MO 64112
teartmell@wellp.com
bmadden@wecllp.com
t.Lwagstaff@wcllp.com
(816) 701-1100 (phone)
(816) 531-2372 (fax)

Thomas V. Girardi

Girardi Keese

1126 Wilshire Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90017-1904
(213) 977-0211 (phone)

(213) 481-1554 (fax)

Stephen Griffin

W. Mitchell Elliott
Troy Dietrich

Griffin Dietrich Elliott
416 N. Walnut
Cameron, MO 64429
(816) 632-3033 (phone)
(816) 632-3035 (fax)

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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Scott R. Ast

Todd A. Scharnhorst

Jacob D. McElwee

Scharnhorst Ast & Kennard, P.C.
1000 Walnut, Suite 1550

Kansas City, MO 64106

{816) 268-8300 (phone)

(816) 268-8309 (fax)

Atforneys for Defendant Rick Ream

R. Dan Bouleware
Todd H. Bartels

Seth C, Wright
Polsinelli Shughart PC
3101 Fredenck Avenue
St. Joseph, MO 64506
(816) 421-3355 (phone)
(816) 279-3977 (fax)

Dennis I. Dobbels
Polsinelli Shughart PC
Twelve Wyandotte Plaza
120 West 12™ Street
Kansas City, MO 64105
(816) 421-3355 (phone}
(816) 374-0509 (fax)

Attorneys for Defendant Prime Tanning

Corp. and Prime Tanning Co., Inc.

Step
HUS

. Torline
BLACKWELL SANDERS LLP
4801 Main Street, Suite 1000

Kansas City, MO 64112
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