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APPLICATION OF 
George William Draper III 

TO THE APPELLATE JUDICIAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
JUDGE WOLFF VACANCY  

 SUPREME COURT OF MISSOURI 
 

RESPONSES TO THESE QUESTIONS WILL BE MADE PUBLIC IF THE APPLICANT IS 
NOMINATED FOR THIS VACANCY 

 
A. PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 
1. Present principal occupation or title:   

  Judge, Missouri Court of Appeals Eastern District 

2. Are you at least 30 years of age?   Yes (X)     No (  ) 
 
3. (a) How many years have you been a citizen of the United States?    
  Fifty-seven years 
 
 (b) How many consecutive years immediately preceding your application have you been 

a qualified voter of Missouri?      
  Twenty-seven years 
 
4. State the date you were admitted to The Missouri Bar and whether your license is in good 

standing.  If not, explain in detail. 
 

I was admitted to the Missouri Bar in 1984.  Presently, I am an active member in 
good standing. 
 

B. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
  
5. (a) State the name and address of all colleges and universities attended, other than law 

school, together with the dates and degrees received. 
 

Name Address Dates Attended Degree 
Morehouse 
College 

830 Westview 
Drive SW 
Atlanta, Georgia  
30314 

August 1972 – 
May 1977 

BA in Psychology 

 
(b) List/describe any college or university activities, scholastic achievements and other 
awards or honors you think are relevant to the commission’s decision. 
 

 
6. (a) State the name and address of all law schools attended together with the dates and 

degrees received. 
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Name Address Dates Attended Degree 
Howard 
University 
School of Law 

2400 6th Street 
NW 
Washington, D.C.  
20059 

August 1978 – 
May 1981 

Juris Doctorate 

 
(b) List/describe any law school activities, scholastic achievements and other awards or 
honors you think are relevant to the commission’s decision. 

 
7. If you were a student at any school from which you were suspended, placed on probation, 

or expelled by school authorities, for any reason, describe the circumstances. 
 
Not applicable 

 
C. PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 

 
8. State, in chronological order (starting with the earliest employment), significant non-law-

related employment prior to or since law school. To the extent reasonably available to 
you, include the name and address of each employer and the dates of employment. 

 
Employer Address Dates of Employment 
Senator Thomas F. Eagleton Washington, D.C. June – August 1971 
Sears Roebuck—Sales 
Representative 

Atlanta, Georgia 1971 or 1972 & 1975 

The Southwestern 
Company—Direct Sales 
Representative 

Franklin, Tennessee Summer 1975 

Rollins Protection Systems—
Direct Sales Representative 

Rockville, Maryland 1977 – 1978 
 

Washington D.C. Recreation 
Department 

3149 16th Street, NW 
Washington, D.C.  20010 

May – August 1978 

 
9. State, in chronological order (starting with the earliest employment), all employment 

from the beginning of law school to the present. For legal employment, describe the 
positions you have held, e.g., associate, partner, law clerk, general counsel. 

 
Employer Address Dates of Employment Position 
Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia 

Washington, D.C. May – August 1979 Law Clerk 

Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia 

Washington, D.C. 1981 – 1982 
 

Law Clerk to the 
Honorable Shellie F. 
Bowers 

Circuit Attorney 1320 Market Street 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63103 

1984 – 1990 
 

Assistant Circuit 
Attorney 

Circuit Attorney 1320 Market Street 1990 Promoted to Team 
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Saint Louis, Missouri  
63103 

Leader 

Circuit Attorney 1320 Market Street 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63103 

1993 – July 1994 Appointed First 
Assistant 

State of Missouri 7900 Carondelet Ave. 
Clayton, Missouri  
63105 

July 1994 – May 1998 Associate Circuit 
Judge 

Saint Louis University 
School of Law 
 

3700 Lindell Blvd. 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63108 

1996 – Fall Semester Adjunct Professor in 
Trial Advocacy 
 

Saint Louis University 
School of Law 
 

3700 Lindell Blvd. 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63108 

1997 – Spring and Fall 
Semesters 

Adjunct Professor in 
Trial Advocacy 

State of Missouri 7900 Carondelet Ave. 
Clayton, Missouri  
63105 

May 1998 Circuit Court Judge, 
civil and criminal 
trial docket 

Saint Louis University 
School of Law 
 

3700 Lindell Blvd. 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63108 

1999 – Spring 
Semester 

Adjunct Professor in 
Trial Advocacy 

State of Missouri 7900 Carondelet Ave. 
Clayton, Missouri  
63105 

1999  
 

Circuit Court Judge, 
dissolution and 
modification docket 

State of Missouri 7900 Carondelet Ave. 
Clayton, Missouri  
63105 

2000  
 

Circuit Court Judge, 
neglect, abuse, 
delinquency and 
guardianship docket 

State of Missouri 815 Olive Street 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63101 

2000 – present Judge for Missouri 
Court of Appeals 
Eastern District 

Saint Louis University 
School of Law 
 

3700 Lindell Blvd. 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63108 

2001 – Spring and Fall 
Semesters 

Adjunct Professor in 
Trial Advocacy 

Saint Louis University 
School of Law 
 

3700 Lindell Blvd. 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63108 

2002 – 2005 – Fall 
Semesters 

Adjunct Professor in 
Trial Advocacy 

Saint Louis University 
School of Law 
 

3700 Lindell Blvd. 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63108 

2007 – Spring 
Semester 

Adjunct Professor in 
Trial Advocacy 

Saint Louis University 
School of Law 
 

3700 Lindell Blvd. 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63108 

2008 – Spring 
Semester 

Adjunct Professor in 
Trial Advocacy II 

Saint Louis University 
School of Law 
 

3700 Lindell Blvd. 
Saint Louis, Missouri  
63108 

2009 – 2011 – Spring 
Semesters 

Adjunct Professor in 
Trial Advocacy 

 
10. List any other states, courts or agencies in which you are licensed as an attorney. 
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Not applicable 

 
Bar Admission Date 
  

 
11. Describe the nature of your experience in trial and appellate courts and explain how they 

demonstrate the quality of your legal work. (You either may take as much space as you 
need here or attach your response on separate sheets).  Include in your response: 

 
a. Appellate Experience:  Please include a representative list of cases you have briefed 

and/or argued (if you are a judge, include representative cases from your practice 
prior to your judicial appointment). To the extent reasonably available to you: 

i. State the style, date, court and, if published, the citation; 
ii. Identify the client(s) you represented and opposing counsel; and 

iii. Give a one-paragraph description of the case and your role in it. 
 

b. Trial-Level Experience:  Please include a representative list of cases and/or 
administrative hearings you have handled (if you are a judge, include representative 
cases from your practice prior to your judicial appointment). To the extent reasonably 
available to you: 

i. State the style, date and court;  
ii. Identify who you represented and opposing counsel;  

iii. State whether the case was disposed of following a jury trial, bench trial or at 
what other stage; and  

iv. Give a one-paragraph description of the case and your role in it. 
 

c. Judicial Experience: If you are a judge, commissioner, or are serving or have served 
in another judicial capacity, please describe the nature and extent of your judicial 
responsibilities: 

i. Include the dates you have served at each level; 
ii. Identify the types of dockets you have handled; and 

iii. State any special expertise you have developed that you believe is relevant to 
your qualifications for the position for which you are applying. 

 
My response is attached in a document. 
 

12. Describe any additional legal experience that you believe may be relevant to the decision 
of the commission (e.g., work as a law professor, in government, as corporate or other 
legal counsel). 

 
• National Bar Association’s Region 8 Conference CLE Moderator, “Navigating 

the Federal Application Process” (2011). 
• Mound City Bar CLE retreat Master of Ceremonies and Co-Presenter, 

“Preserving Points for Appeal” (2011). 
• Missouri Association of Trial Attorneys CLE, Judicial Forum Panelist (2005, 

2007, 2010, 2011). 
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• Presented opening remarks to CLE for Missouri Organization of Defense Lawyers 
as Chief Judge in Branson, Missouri  

• University of Missouri, School of Law, Presenter at the Floyd R. Gibson Judicial 
Clerkship Forum (2008). 

• Mound City Bar CLE panelist, “Mistakes to Avoid” (2007). 
• Missouri Bar Professionalism CLE panelist at Saint Louis University School of 

Law (2004 – 2006). 
• Chief Judge, Missouri Court of Appeals Eastern District (July 2004 – June 2005). 
• Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis CLE presenter for Trial Fundamentals 

(2000). 
• Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis CLE presenter for Closing Arguments 

(2000). 
• Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis Co-Chair, 19th Annual Bench & Bar 

Conference (1998). 
• Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis CLE presenter, “Handling Criminal 

Cases” (1997). 
• Saint Louis University School of Law, Sentencing Policy Seminar (1995). 
• Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis Co-Moderator at the Bench & Bar 

Conference for the Criminal Law Session (1994). 
• Kortenhof & Ely CLE presenter, “Batson Applied to Civil Cases” (1990). 
• Office of the Circuit Attorney CLE presenter, “Trial Skills/DNA Evidence” 

(1989). 
 
13. List all bar associations and other professional societies of which you are a member, with 

any offices held and dates. 
 

The Missouri Bar Association 
National Bar Association 
Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis 
Mound City Bar Association 
The Lawyers Association of St. Louis 

 
14. List any professional articles or books authored by you that have been published or any 

special recognition or award of a professional nature you have received. 
 

Gallery of St. Louis Legal Pioneers with the Bar Association of Metropolitan St. 
Louis 

 
D. PUBLIC SERVICE 

 
15. Describe your community activities, including any organizations not listed elsewhere 

with which you are affiliated. 
 

Covenant Community Church – Board of Directors, Vice President 
Prince Hall Free and Accepted Masons 
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Mentoring high school, college, and law students interested in pursuing a career in 
the legal field, including students participating in INROADS and Saint Louis 
University School of Law. 

 
16. Do you now hold or have you ever held an elective or an appointive public office or 

position?  If yes, provide details. 
 

Yes.  I have been appointed to serve as a judge on the Associate Circuit Court, 
Circuit Court, and Appellate Court. 

 
17. Provide the branches and dates of (a) military service or (b) other public service not 

otherwise disclosed in this application. If discharged from the military, state whether the 
discharge was other than honorable.   

 
Not applicable. 

 
E. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS 

 
18. Were you ever refused admission to the bar of Missouri or the bar of another state or the 

federal courts? If yes, provide details. 
 

No. 
 
19. Have you ever been disciplined, admonished or cited for breach of ethics or professional 

conduct by the Supreme Court of Missouri or by any court or bar association or 
committee thereof? If yes, provide details.  

 
No.   

 
20. If you are or were a member of the judiciary of the State of Missouri, please state:  
 

a. Whether an order of discipline ever has been entered against you by the Supreme 
Court of Missouri for breach of the Code of Judicial Conduct or the Canons of 
Judicial Conduct.  If yes, provide details. 

 
No. 

 
b. Whether a reprimand or admonition ever has been entered against you by the 

Commission on Retirement, Removal and Discipline for any of the causes 
specified in Supreme Court Rule 12.07.  If yes, provide details.     

 
No. 

 
21. Have you have ever been held in contempt of court?  If yes, provide details. 

 
No. 

 
22. Have you ever been sued by a client or been a party to any other litigation, other than as 
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guardian ad litem, plaintiff ad litem or defendant ad litem?  
 

If your answer is yes, state the style of the case, where it was filed and explain in detail.  
If you are a judge and you have been sued in your judicial capacity, list only those cases 
where you are or were other than a nominal party. 
 

Yes.   
 
I have been a party to litigation in four landlord-tenant actions in the 21st Judicial 
Circuit. 

1. Jones v. Draper, No. 21C93-16903 (1993).  A default judgment against 
Jones was issued based upon my counter-claim. 

2. Draper v. Westfall, No. 21C95-077979 (1995).  A judgment for the 
plaintiff (Draper). 

3. Draper v. Allen, No. 2107AC-26683 (2007).  Cause dismissed by the 
parties. 

4. Draper v. Fluhr, No. 08SL-AC11227 (2008).  A judgment for the plaintiff 
(Draper). 

 
Also, I was an intervenor in Ronnie L. White v. Po Cheng Tsao, No. 
02CV167466 (2002).  Cause was settled. 
 
In my judicial capacity, I have been named a party to the following writ actions: 

1. James B. Fatchett v. Hon. George W. Draper, No. ED76022 (1999).  
Denied. 

2. Director of Revenue v. George Draper, No. ED77542 (2000).  Denied. 
3. Robert Floyd v. Hon. George Draper, No. ED78030 (2000).  Denied. 
4. SXR Michael A. Harris v. Hon. George Draper, No. SC86765 (2005).  

Dismissed. 
5. SXR Kevin O. Smith v. Hon. George Draper, No. SC86958 (2005).  

Denied. 
 

23. Have you ever been convicted or received a suspended imposition of sentence for a 
felony or misdemeanor in state, federal or military court? (Note that this question does 
not require that traffic offenses or other infractions be listed.) 

 
If your answer is yes, state the style of the case, where it was filed and explain in detail. 
 

I have not been convicted or received a suspended imposition of sentence in any 
court.  However, in the interest of full disclosure, there are several things I wish to 
elaborate upon for the Commission. 
 
In approximately 1974, at the age of 20, while on spring break in the Bahamas, I 
was arrested for possession of a minor amount of marijuana.  I paid a fine and 
upon returning to the United States, was confronted by my father, also an 
attorney, who had received a letter from the Bahamian government.  After my 
father’s admonishment, my father advised me that he would take care of this 
matter by having it removed from my record.   



 
 9 

 
Furthermore, in 1973, I was arrested in Atlanta, Georgia, after a disagreement 
with a police officer as to whether I was old enough to enter a nightclub.  I was 
charged with “false identification.”  This cause was dismissed at the first court 
appearance as I was over the age of eighteen (the age required for admission) and 
there was no false identification. 
 
Finally, while I do not believe this question mandates this response, let me also 
state that in 1976, while attempting to assert the legal rights of a classmate, I was 
arrested for a municipal violation of interfering with a traffic arrest (expired 
plates).  I was fined for this offense. 

 
24. Are you delinquent in the payment of any federal, state, county or city taxes?  If yes, 

provide details. 
 

No. 
 

F. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
25. State whether you are able, with or without a reasonable accommodation, to perform the 

essential functions of being an appellate judge, including participating in oral argument; 
performing legal research; communicating clearly and effectively, both orally and in 
writing; supervising the lower courts, serving on court committees and performing other 
administrative functions; and expeditiously deciding issues coming before the court. 

 
I am able to perform the essential function of being an appellate judge. 

 
26. You must attach to this application at least one, but not more than three, writing samples 

that comply with the requirements set out in the instructions for applicants. 
 

Please see my three attached writing samples.  I have included one judgment from 
my time as a Circuit Court judge and two opinions I authored at the Court of 
Appeals. 

 
27. List/describe any additional honors or awards you have received, activities you have 

performed, or any other information not set out above that demonstrates the quality of 
your work as an attorney or that you otherwise believe is relevant to the commission’s 
decision. 

 
Throughout my legal career, I have served with and spoken to various community 
groups, explaining aspects of the legal system and its nuances to non-lawyers.  
Examples of my community outreach include service on the board of the ACLU 
of Eastern Missouri from 1990 to 1994, and presentations to: 

• University City Chamber of Commerce  
• Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
• Legislative Black Caucus Foundation Weekend on the Criminal 

Justice System, Mandatory Sentencing and Truth in Sentencing 
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Please list the names of five persons whom you will ask to provide letters of reference for you 
with respect to your judicial qualifications. Do not list as a reference a judge of the court 
involved. As to each of the five references, please provide name, title, mailing address, 
telephone and e-mail address. Please note that it is your responsibility to contact your 
references, although if you intend to use as a reference a federal judge or other individual who 
only can provide a reference upon a specific request by the interviewing authority, please advise 
the commission and it will send that reference such a request. As to all references, it is your 
responsibility to see that they send the requested letters in a timely manner. 
 
 1.   Dee Joyce-Hayes 

General Counsel 
Bi-State Development Agency 
707 North First Street 
Saint Louis, Missouri  63102-2595 

  314-982-1532 
  dljoycehayes@metrostlouis.org 
 
 2. The Honorable Kenneth J. Rothman 

Capes, Sokol, Goodman & Sarachan, P.C. 
7701 Forsyth Blvd. 
Twelfth Floor 
Clayton, Missouri 63105 
314-721-7701 
Rothman@capessokol.com 

 
 3. Gary A. Tatlow, Esq. 

Tatlow, Gump, Faiella & Wheelan 
110 North 5th Street 
Moberly, Missouri 65270 
660-263-3100 
GaryTatlow@centurytel.net 

 
 4. Donald L. Wolff, Esq. 

Of Counsel 
Mandel & Mandel 
1108 Olive, 5th Floor 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63101 
314-567-1615 
DonWolff@me.com 
 

 5. Ira M. Young, Esq. 
  Young and Thompson 

1015 Locust  
Suite 1038 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63101 

  314-436-9603 
 
  IMYLWOFFC@sbcglobal.net 
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Provide your references with the attached Guidelines for References. The commission must 
receive your letters of reference, via e-mail, to JudgeVacancy@courts.mo.gov, by the date 
indicated in the Instructions to Applicants.    
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George W. Draper III 
Response to Question 11: 

 
Describe the nature of your experience in trial and appellate courts and explain how 
they demonstrate the quality of your legal work. 
 

 As a judge and a prosecutor, I have been involved with thousands of cases.  I have 
developed insight dealing with a case from both sides of the bench—knowing what it is 
like to be an attorney advocating and presenting a case as well as listening to advocates 
and researching the law to articulate a decision and write an opinion.  I was specially 
assigned to sit on the Missouri Supreme Court on two cases, including State ex rel. Nixon 
v. American Tobacco Co. Ins., 34 S.W.3d 122 (Mo. banc 2000).  My time as a law clerk 
gave me an in depth understanding of the diligence and gravity of each decision and how 
a judge needs to continually educate him or herself with the law. 
  

Throughout my legal career, I have held various administrative positions, 
preserving the effective maintenance of our legal system.  At the Circuit Attorney’s 
Office, I managed other lawyers and ensured our cases were presented in an effective and 
ethical manner.  As well, I served as the office representative to the community at a 
variety of meetings and events.  On the trial bench, I managed my docket so that every 
litigant had a timely opportunity to be heard.  At the Court of Appeals, I am involved in 
the give and take of decision-making and the intellectual challenge of academic analysis 
of complicated legal issues.  While my dockets are smaller, I have been involved in 1,739 
appeals and manage to hand down my cases in a timely fashion after they are submitted.  
When I was the Chief Judge at the Court of Appeals, I had responsibility for all personnel 
issues, ruled upon motions, presided over court conference, and twice acted as head of 
the commission recommending a panel of candidates for Saint Louis City and County.  
Further, I managed our Court’s budget and had the duty to present the budget submission 
for all three districts of the Court of Appeals to the Missouri General Assembly.  
Additionally, I am involved with committees committed to developing our local court 
rules, ensuring our Court’s security, and maintaining our historic courtroom.  

 
Furthermore, I have experience outside of a formal courtroom setting which also 

demonstrates the quality of my legal work.  I have taught at Saint Louis University 
School of Law since 1996.  I have served on the Judicial Conference Task Force on Drug 
Courts.  I was appointed as a judge to the Missouri Appellate Apportionment 
Commission for redistricting and to review the Missouri Approved Instructions for 
Criminal Rules.  I enthusiastically donate my time and expertise to many continuing legal 
education classes for my peers. 

 
Not all of my volunteer work is committed to working with the Bar.  I spend time 

in my community educating those interested in our legal system, and specifically, the 
non-partisan court plan, including speaking with the University City Chamber of 
Commerce and the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  I also mentor high school and 
college students interested in pursing higher education in the legal field.   
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From the thousands of cases I have participated in throughout my legal career, I 
have outlined my experience and gathered a representative sample of cases, detailing the 
magnitude of my experiences and knowledge.   

 
1981-1982 Law Clerk to Honorable Shellie F. Bowers, District of Columbia, 

Superior Court. 
 Drafted legal opinions and researched aspects of Civil and 

Criminal Law. 
 
1984-1990 Assistant Circuit Attorney – Prosecuted over 350 felony cases to 

the Grand Jury and over 200 felony preliminary hearings; 
prosecuted misdemeanor bench and jury trials and prosecuted 65 
felony cases. 

 
1990 Assistant Circuit Attorney Team Leader – Promoted to team 

leader and through 1993 supervised four (4) attorneys 
simultaneously, while personally prosecuting more than twelve 
(12) major felonies including: 

 
 (1) 1/7/91 – 1/15/91 State v. Richard Wilson, 901-442 
    Guilty, Murder Second Degree 
 
 (2) 1/15/91 – 1/23/91 State v. Wayne O’Brien, 891-3719 

Guilty, Murder First Degree, Robbery 
Second Degree 

    
   (3) 2/13/91 – 2/15/91 State v. Hubert Morris, 901-1777 
      Guilty, Stealing over $150 
 
   (4) 3/4/91 – 3/6/91 State v. Orlando Hughes, 901-1510A 

Not Guilty, Assault Second Degree, 
Tampering with a Witness 

   
   (5) 7/8/91 – 7/10/91 State v. Charles Lay, 901-0630 
      Guilty, Assault Second Degree, ACA 
  
   (6) 8/13/91 – 8/16/91 State v. Lewis Day, 911-0769 
      Guilty, Forcible Rape and Forcible Sodomy 
 
   (7) 11/19/91 – 11/21/91  State v. George Richardson, 911-0787A 
          Guilty, Voluntary Manslaughter 
    
   (8) 12/2/91 – 12/5/91 State v. Alfred Hunsson, 911-1396 
      Guilty, Kidnapping, ACA 
 
   (9) 1/31/92 – 1/17/92 State v. Charles Looper, 911-1219 
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      Not Guilty, Murder First Degree 
  
   (10) 4/27/92 – 5/1/92 State v. Harold Weavor, 911-1957 

Guilty, Attempted Forcible Rape, Assault 
First Degree, ACA 

 
   (11) 8/10/92 – 8/13/92  State v. Billy Harris, 911-2839 
        Guilty, Felonious Restraint 
    
   (12) 3/1/93 – 3/2/93 State v. Hubert Morris, 901-1777 
      Guilty, Stealing Over $150 
    

Argued the following cases on appeal in Missouri Court of 
Appeals, Eastern District: 

    
(1)  State v. James M. Schmidt, 802 S.W.2d 200 (Mo. App. E.D. 
1991) 

    
(2)  State of Missouri ex rel. Stacey Hines v. Hon. James L. 
Sanders, 803 S.W.2d 649 (Mo. App. E.D. 1991) 

 
1993 Appointed First Assistant by Dee Joyce Hayes wherein I handled 

administrative and policy-making matters including:  staff 
supervision; grant applications; community outreach; and 
interaction with organizations and other law enforcement agencies.  
I also personally prosecuted three (3) major felony cases including: 

    
   (1)  State v. Michael McDowell, 921-2618 
          Not Guilty, Murder First Degree 
    
   (2)  State v. George Richardson, 911-0787 
          Not Guilty, Murder First Degree 
     

July 1994 Appointed Associate Circuit Judge by Governor Mel Carnahan 
 

Assigned Civil Division – Daily dockets of 60-200 cases with 8-10 
bench trials set to be heard Monday through Thursday.  Small 
claims cases heard every Wednesday and Friday.   
 
Specially assigned by Chief Judge to preside over eight (8) civil 
and (3) criminal jury trials: 
 
(1) 11/7/94 – 11/10/94  Adco International v. Aetna Ins. Co.,  
     21640585 

Plaintiff’s Attorney:  William R. Dorsey, 
Robert L. Officer, Thomas Magee 
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Defendant’s Attorney:  Douglas O’Leary 
Vexatious Refusal; Verdict for Defendant 

 
   (2) 6/20/95 – 6/21/95    Steven Shirley v. Sandra Snider, 21671656 

     Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Linda Hann 
     Defendant’s Attorney:  Mary P. Tucka 
     Small Claims   
      
(3) 9/6/95 – 9/7/95 Patti Becker v. Perry Paplanus, 21662854 

Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Lawrence O. 
Willbrand 
Defendant’s Attorney:  Carl D. Kraft 
Personal Injury; Verdict for Plaintiff 
$7,550.00 

 
 (4) 11/6/95 – 11/8/95 Thomas Pitts et al. v. Vern W. Berry, 

21661825 
   Plaintiffs’ Attorney:  Richard Marshall 
   Defendant’s Attorney:  William F. James 
   Personal Injury and Loss of Consortium 
   Verdict for Plaintiff $45,000 
  
 (5) 12/4/95 – 12/6/95 Judy Gates et al. v. All Purpose Sand Co., 

21656134 
   Plaintiffs’ Attorney:  Lawrence Hartstein 
   Defendant’s Attorney:  William F. James 
   Personal Injury 
   Verdict for Plaintiff $30,000 w/ 50% fault 
 
 (6) 6/18/96 – 6/19/96 State Farm Fire & Casualty v. Kenneth 

Baumruk, 21674810 
   Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Sam Rynearson 
   Defendant’s Attorney:  Matthew Padberg 

  Declaratory Judgment; Plaintiff’s Verdict 
(No Coverage) 

 
 (7) 9/11/96 – 9/13/96 Sharon Cole v. Charles H. Huston, et al., 

21679083 
   Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Tim Bosslet 

  Defendant’s Attorney:  Michael 
McDorman 

   Verdict for Plaintiff $256,679 
 
 (8) 9/26/96 – 9/27/96  State v. Dennis Shrempf, 95CR-003464 
   Prosecutor:  Clarence Smallwood 
   Defense Attorney:  Daniel Bruntrager 
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  DWI Jury Trial – Mistrial due to Juror 
Misconduct 

 
 (9) 2/14/96 – 2/16/96 Bryan Parker v. Storz Instrument Co., 

21656900 
   Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Joseph Racine 
   Defendant’s Attorney:  Robert Stuart 
   Worker’s Compensation Retaliation 
   Verdict for Defendant 
 
 (10) 4/3/97 – 4/4/97 State v. Dennis Shrempf,  
  95CR-003464-01 
   Prosecutor:  Clarence Smallwood 
   Defense Attorney:  Daniel Bruntrager 
   Retrial – Guilty Verdict 
 

1997 Assigned to preside over criminal preliminary hearings, 
arraignments, and bench trials.  

 
1998 Accepted Supreme Court invitation to participate in Judicial 

Conference Task Force on Drug Courts 
 

May 1998 Appointed Circuit Judge by Governor Mel Carnahan 
Assigned Civil/Criminal Trial docket wherein a representative 
sample of the cases include: 

  
  (1) 10/5/98 – 10/7/98 State v. Matthew Turner,  
   2198CR-001237B-01 
   Prosecutor:  Karen Murphy 
   Defense Attorney:  Paul Yarns 

 Guilty, Attempted Robbery First Degree and 
ACA 

 
 (2) 10/28/98 – 10/29/98  Margaret Cima v. Hawkins Village Apts.,  
      2198CC-01630 
      Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Alan Mandel 
      Defendant’s Attorney:  Cheryl Callis 
      Verdict for Defendant 
 
 (3) 11/2/98 – 11/9/98 Joseph P. Caulfield v. Daniel Lesinski, et 

al., 2197CC-000732 
     Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Arthur Muegler 

    Defendant’s Attorney:  David T. Butsch 
     Verdict for Plaintiff $28,993 
 
 (4) 11/13/98  Sally Maiden et al. v. Scott Dallmon,  
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   2198CC-000196 
   Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Derald Gab 

  Defendant’s Attorney:  Brian McChesney 
   Mistrial 
 
 (5) 11/23/98 – 11/24/98 State v. Peter Switzer, 2197CR-006790 
     Prosecutor:  Thomas Dittmeier 
     Defense Attorney:  Bernard Edelman 
     Not Guilty 
 
 (6) 12/7/98 – 12/10/98  State v. Donnie Helm, 2198CR-1715 
    Prosecutor:  Melissa Zensen 
    Defense Attorney:  Lisa Stroup 
    Guilty, Kidnapping 
  

1999 Assigned Family Court Docket handling the Dissolution and 
Modification Docket 

 
(1) 2/17/99 Valiant v. Valiant, 215560034-03 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  William O’Herin 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Robert Blackwell 
 Motion to Modify 
 
(2) 3/18/99 Johnson v. Johnson, 2198FC-04160 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Evelyn Mehler 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Thomas Flach 
 Dissolution 
 
(3) 3/31/99 Carter v. Carter, 2198FC-00637 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Alan Cohen 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Steve Brooks 
 Dissolution 
 
(4) 4/6/99 Schneider v. Schneider, 2198FC-05408 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  David Lacks 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Sharon Remis 
 Dissolution 
 
(5) 4/20/99 McBride v. McBride, 21439618 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  John Miller 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Mary Ann Weems 
 Motion to Modify 
 
(6) 4/26/99 Liberman v. Liberman 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney: 
 Defendant’s Attorney: 
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 Contempt 
 
(7) 4/29/99 Akbani v. Akbani, 21692734-02 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Jack Allen 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Jill Laux 
 Motion to Modify 
 
(8) 5/19/99 Hille v. Hille, 2198FC-04205 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  William Margulis 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Jane Carriker 
 Dissolution 
 
(9) 5/25/99 Sleater v. Sleater, 2199FC-00353 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Jody Wolff 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Bruce Hilton 
 Dissolution 
 
(10) 5/27/99 Christian v. Christian 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Mary Ann Weems 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Chris Karlen 
 Motion to Modify 
 
(11) 6/23/99 Brownlee v. Brownlee, 2198FC-00134 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Joseph Howlett 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Irving Cooper 
 Dissolution 
 
(12) 9/13/99 Crivello v. Crivello, 2199FC-07256 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Robert Adler 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Patrick McCarthy 
 Adult Abuse 
 
(13) 11/2/99 Brakemeyer v. Wehrly, 21622369-02 
 Plaintiff’s Attorney:  Leigh Carson 
 Defendant’s Attorney:  Harvey Feldman 

 
2000 Assigned to Juvenile Court Division handling Neglect, Abuse, 

Delinquency, and Guardianships 
 

 May 2000 – Appointed to Missouri Court of Appeals, Eastern District  
 Present   

Specially assigned by Missouri Supreme Court to participate in 
State ex rel. Nixon v. American Tobacco Co. Ins., 34 S.W.3d 122 
(Mo. banc 2000). 
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July 2005 –    Served as Chief Judge of the Missouri Court of Appeals Eastern 
June 2006 District  

 
Acted as the Court’s public representative for bar 
committees and events 
 
Handled administrative, budgetary and personnel matters, 
including by not limited to: 
 

Final year of residency in the Wainwright Building 
before move of the court to the Old Post Office site. 

 
Headed the Commission to recommend candidates 
for judicial vacancies in St. Louis City and St. Louis 
County 

 
Addressed a committee of the Missouri General 
Assembly regarding the Appellate Court Budget for 
all three appellate districts 

 
I have authored approximately 612 opinions, of which 234 are 
published opinions.  I also review every written opinion of my 
colleagues on the Court prior to publication. 
 
A representative sample of my published opinions include: 
 
State v. Edwards, 30 S.W.3d 226 (Mo. App. E.D. 2000). 
 
J.B. Allen, Inc. v. Pearson, 31 S.W.3d 526 (Mo. App. E.D. 2000). 
 
Mertz v. Blockbuster, Inc., 32 S.W.3d 130 (Mo. App. E.D. 2000). 
 
State ex rel. Mo. State High School Activities v. Romines, 37 
S.W.3d 421 (Mo. App. E.D. 2001). 

 
Turner Engineering, Inc. v. 1491155 Weldon Parkway, L.L.C., 40 
S.W.3d 406 (Mo. App. E.D. 2001). 

 
State v. Dillon, 41 S.W.3d 479 (Mo. App. E.D. 2000). 
 
Sherman v. First Financial Planners, 41 S.W.3d 633 (Mo. App. Ed. 
2001). 
 
Young v. Ryder Student Transp. Services, 50 S.W.3d 320 (Mo. 
App. E.D. 2001). 
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Tsevis v. J & F Industries, Inc., 51 S.W.3d 91 (Mo. App. E.D. 
2001). 
 
Mitts v. Director of Revenue, 57 S.W.3d 357 (Mo. App. E.D. 
2001). 
 
State v. Vincent, 59 S.W.3d 34 (Mo. App. E.D. 2001). 
 
State v. Meeks, 59 S.W.3d 531 (Mo. App. E.D. 2001). 
 
Enos v. Ryder Automotive Operations, Inc., 73 S.W.3d 784 (Mo. 
App. E.D. 2002). 

 
Lee v. Pulitzer Pub. Co., 81 S.W.3d 625 (Mo. App. E.D. 2002). 

 
Crawford ex rel. Crawford v. Shop 'N Save Warehouse Foods, 
Inc., 91 S.W.3d 646 (Mo. App. E.D. 2002). 
 
State v. Bradshaw, 99 S.W.3d 73 (Mo. App. E.D. 2003). 
 
Flooring Systems, Inc. v. Staat Const. Co., 100 S.W.3d 835 (Mo. 
App. E.D. 2003). 
 
Allied Mut. Ins. Co. v. Brown, 105 S.W.3d 543 (Mo. App. E.D. 
2003). 
 
State v. Thenhaus, 117 S.W.3d 702 (Mo. App. E.D. 2003). 
 
Schembre v. Mid-America Transplant Ass’n., 135 S.W.3d 527 
(Mo. App. E.D. 2004). 
 
Lewis v. City of University City, 145 S.W.3d 25 (Mo. App. E.D. 
2004). 
 
State v. Edwards, 173 S.W.3d 384 (Mo. App. E.D. 2005). 
 
Ragan v. Fulton State Hosp. and Div. of Employment Sec., 188 
S.W.3d 473 (Mo. App. E.D. 2006). 
 
Zimmerman v. City of Richmond Heights, 194 S.W.3d 875 (Mo. 
App. E.D. 2006). 
 
State v. Steger, 209 S.W.3d 11 (Mo. App. E.D. 2006). 
 
Daoukas v. City of St. Louis, 228 S.W.3d 30 (Mo. App. E.D. 
2007). 
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Project, Inc. v. Productive Living Bd. For St. Louis County 
Citizens With Developmental Disabilities, 234 S.W.3d 597 (Mo. 
App. E.D. 2007). 

 
Lee v. Investors Title Co., 241 S.W.3d 366 (Mo. App. E.D. 2007). 

 
Smith v. Kintz, 245 S.W.3d 257 (Mo. App. E.D. 2008). 
 
Plumb v. Missouri Dept. of Soc. Services, 246 S.W.3d 475 (Mo. 
App. E.D. 2007). 

 
Winberry v. Treasurer Of Missouri As Custodian Of Second Injury 
Fund, 258 S.W.3d 455 (Mo. App. E.D. 2008). 

 
Miller’s Classified Ins. Co. v. French ex rel. French, 295 S.W.3d 
524, (Mo. App. E.D. 2009). 
 
Jewish Center for Aged v. BSPM Trustees, Inc., 295 S.W.3d 513 
(Mo. App. E.D. 2009). 
 

   Berry v. State, 336 S.W.3d 159 (Mo. App. E.D. 2011). 
 
Applied Bank v. Wenzlick, --- S.W.3d ---, 2011 WL 1522563 (Mo. 
App. E.D. 2011). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 




