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OPINION SUMMARY

The Treasurer of the State of Missouri, as custodian of the Second Injury Fund
(the “Fund”), appeals the decision of the Labor and Industrial Relations Commission (the
“Commission”) ordering the Fund to pay a lump sum of $17,251.42 in attorney fees to
the estate of Robert E. Keaney, Jr. (the “estate”). In its three points on appeal, the Fund
contends that the Commission erred in ordering attorney fees to be paid in a lump sum to
the estate because: (1) the Commission lacked the statutory authority to amend the award
of attorney fees as the award became final in 1995; (2) commutation of an attorney fee
lien is unauthorized under Mo. Rev. Stat. § 287.530; and (3) the award was not supported
by sufficient competent evidence of the statutory circumstances that merit commutation.

Because we find that the Commission lacked the statutory authority to amend the award,

we reverse and remand.



Division Three holds:

(1) The Commission erred in ordering attorney fees to be paid in a lump sum because the
Commission lacked the statutory authority to amend the award after it became final in
1995.
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