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Carl Cozart (Appellant) appeals from the probate division’s judgment after a jury trial 
committing him to secure confinement in the custody of the Missouri Department of Mental 
Health (DMH) as a sexually violent predator (SVP).   
 
AFFIRMED. 
 
Division Two Holds:  The probate division did not abuse its discretion in overruling Appellant’s 
request for a mistrial based on the State’s asking him whether he told his therapist that he was 
involved in a murder, because the request was not made until the following day, the court 
sustained a timely made objection to the question, and the subject was never raised again by the 
State.  The probate division did not err in overruling Appellant’s motion for judgment of 
acquittal at the close of all evidence and in committing him to indefinite secure confinement in 
the custody of the DMH as an SVP because the evidence was sufficient to clearly and 
convincingly prove that he met the definition of an SVP according to Missouri law.  Paraphilia, 
not otherwise specified, nonconsent, is accepted by Missouri law as a mental abnormality, which 
the State established makes Appellant more likely than not to commit a future act of sexual 
violence.   
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