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Montez Ballard (Defendant) appeals his convictions of two counts of possession of a 

controlled substance with intent to distribute, one count of possession of drug 

paraphernalia, and one count of property damage.  Defendant argues that the trial court 

erred in denying his motion to suppress evidence obtained during a warrantless search of 

his hotel room. 

 

AFFIRMED. 

 

Division Three Holds:  The rental period for Defendant’s hotel room expired on November 

7, 2011.  When hotel personnel requested on November 8 that Defendant pay for the 

additional day, Defendant acknowledged this, closed the door, and emerged from his room 

several minutes later holding a wine or champagne bottle.  When detained by hotel 

personnel, Defendant stated he wanted to leave and gave no indication that he intended to 

pay for the hotel room.  He had not been given permission to remain in the room without 

paying, and there was no evidence he attempted to pay his outstanding bill at any time.  

Under the circumstances, Defendant failed to establish he had a reasonable expectation of 

privacy in the hotel room he had occupied by the time hotel personnel consented to a 

subsequent police search of the room.   
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