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 William Cobbins (Defendant) appeals the judgment of the Circuit Court of St. Louis 

County convicting him of kidnapping, first-degree robbery, and two counts of armed criminal 

action.  Defendant claims the trial court abused its discretion in denying his Motion to Remove 

Counsel and Appoint New Counsel (“Motion to Remove Counsel”) and defense counsel’s 

motion to withdraw.   

 

AFFIRMED. 

 

 Division Four Holds:  The trial court did not abuse its discretion in denying defense 

counsel’s motion to withdraw because Defendant failed to demonstrate a total breakdown in 

communication warranting withdrawal of defense counsel on the eve of trial.  As to Defendant’s 

pre-trial, pro se Motion to Remove Counsel, the record reveals that Defendant failed to bring the 

motion to the trial court’s attention and the trial court did not rule upon it.  Even were we to 

consider the trial court’s failure to rule on Defendant’s Motion to Remove Counsel as a denial of 

the motion, we find no error because the allegations contained in the motion did not establish a 

total breakdown in communication. 

 

Opinion by: Patricia L. Cohen, P.J.   

Roy L. Richter, J., and Robert M. Clayton III., J., concur. 
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