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Phillip J. Behnen appeals the judgment of the Circuit Court of the City of St. Louis, the 
Honorable Donald L. McCullin presiding, which vacated in part the award of an arbitration panel 
which had been decided in Behnen's favor.  The award had ordered Behnen's Form U-5 amended 
to read that he was voluntarily terminated from his employment with Respondent, and the trial 
court held that this was false and the arbitrators exceeded their authority. 
 
REVERSED. 
 
Division Four Holds:  The arbitrators did not, under § 435.405.1(3), exceed their powers.  Courts 
must give a high degree of deference to arbitration awards, even if they would have decided 
differently or the award is contrary to the law.  Thus the trial court erred in vacating part of the 
award. 
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