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 The trial court awarded the landowners interest pursuant to section 523.045 RSMo (2000) 
on a damage award in an abandoned condemnation proceeding. 
 
AFFIRMED. 
 
Division One Holds: 
 

1. The last sentence of section 523.045 RSMo (2000) gives the trial court discretion to 
award interest on the amount of the commissioner's award if the condemnation is 
abandoned within the time frame and under the circumstances set out in the statute. 

 
2. This interest award represents compensation for the landowner's loss of the right to 

receive and use the money while the condemnation proceeding is pending.  
 

3. Because the landowner's loss of the right to receive and use the money is a sufficient 
basis for an award of interest, the trial court can exercise its discretion to award interest 
under this part of the statute without an evidentiary hearing.  Further, evidence that the 
landowner incurred non-recoverable damages in the form of other costs or monetary 
damages as a result of the pendency of condemnation proceedings is irrelevant. 
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