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Benjamin Beckemeyer (“Defendant”) appeals from the trial court’s judgment and 
sentence after a bench trial for domestic assault.   
 
AFFIRMED 
 

Division One Holds:  Because Defendant was present and represented by counsel, 
and neither the State, nor Defendant requested the case be tried to a jury the trial court did 
not err in proceeding to a bench trial.  Further, it was not improper for the trial court to 
consider a victim impact statement in determining Defendant’s sentence.  In addition, 
there was sufficient evidence to rebut Defendant’s claim of self-defense.  Finally, because 
Defendant was not prejudiced by his trial counsel not calling Defendant’s child as a 
witness, Defendant’s trial counsel was not ineffective.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Opinion by: Roy L. Richter, Chief Judge 
 
 Kenneth M. Romines, J., and John Berkemeyer, Sp.J., concur 
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