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St. Charles County Assessor, Scott Shipman (the Assessor) appeals from the judgment of 
the Circuit Court of St. Charles County reversing the decision of the State Tax Commission of 
Missouri (the Commission).  Dale Rollings (the Trustee) contends that the Commission’s 
decision to assess an ad valorem tax on real property located in Wentzville, Missouri (the 
Property) is arbitrary, capricious, and unreasonable because the Property qualifies for a tax 
exemption under Mo. Rev. Stat. § 137.100(5) (2000).   
 
AFFIRMED 
 

Division Five Holds: The Commission erred in denying the Property an exemption from 
ad valorem real estate taxes during the 2007 and 2008 tax years, because the Property met the 
three-part test of Franciscan Tertiary Province of Missouri., Inc. v. State Tax Commission, 566 
S.W.2d 213 (Mo. banc. 1978), in that: (1) Wentzville R-IV School District (the District) used the 
Property exclusively for exempt school purposes; (2) although legal title to the Property was held 
in trust, the District was the equitable owner of the Property and owned and operated the 
Property on a non-profit basis; and (3) the District’s use of the Property for its public school was 
for the benefit of an indefinite number of persons and directly and indirectly benefited society 
generally. 
 
Opinion by: Patricia L. Cohen, J.           Gary M. Gaertner, Jr., P.J., and Mary K. Hoff, J., concur. 
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