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 John Gormon (Appellant) appeals from the probate court’s judgment after a jury trial 
committing him to secure confinement in the custody of the Missouri Department of Mental 
Health (DMH) as a sexually violent predator (an SVP).   
 
AFFIRMED. 
 
Division Three Holds:  Appellant’s 1978 conviction for rape under Section 559.260 
constitutes a sexually violent offense, namely, “rape,” for purposes of Section 632.480(4) 
(SVP Act).  Instruction No. 6, the verdict director, sufficiently laid out the elements the jury 
must find by clear and convincing evidence in order to find Appellant to be an SVP under 
the SVP Act.  The trial court did not plainly err in declining to sua sponte restrain the 
prosecutor’s permissible closing arguments regarding the reasons why Appellant is an SVP 
and should be securely confined to the care, custody, and control of the DMH for treatment 
under the SVP Act.   

Opinion by: Sherri B. Sullivan, J.     Robert G. Dowd, Jr., P.J., and Mary K. Hoff, J., concur. 
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