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Michael Coffman (“Coffman”) appeals from the judgment entered upon a jury verdict of 
second-degree murder, Section 565.021, RSMo. Cum. Supp. 2009.  A jury found Coffman guilty 
of the second-degree murder of Donald Eberhardt (“Eberhardt”) after being instructed regarding 
first-degree murder, second-degree murder, and voluntary manslaughter.  On appeal, Coffman 
argues that the trial court erred in refusing to submit an instruction for involuntary manslaughter 
because the record supports an inference that Coffman caused Eberhardt’s death through reckless 
conduct.   
 
AFFIRMED. 
 

Division Four holds:  The evidence presented at trial does not support a finding that 
Coffman recklessly caused Eberhardt’s death.  Because the evidence adduced at trial did not 
support the submission of an instruction to the jury for involuntary manslaughter, we affirm the 
judgment of the trial court.  
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