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OPINION SUMMARY 
 

 John Doe appeals the judgment entered after a bench trial in favor of Tom Neer, Sheriff 

of St. Charles County, Missouri, and Colonel Ronald Replogle, Superintendent of the Missouri 

State Highway Patrol, on Doe's amended petition for declaratory and injunctive relief.  Doe's 

amended petition alleged that Doe is not required to register as a sex offender in Missouri, 

sought removal of Doe's name from Missouri's sex offender registry, and requested an injunction 

prohibiting future prosecution for failure to register.   

AFFIRMED. 
 
Division One holds:   

 
(1) 42 U.S.C. section 16913(a) (2006) ("section 16913(a)") of the federal Sex Offender 

Registration and Notification Act ("SORNA") imposes an independent, federally 
mandated registration requirement upon Doe which triggers his duty to register in 
Missouri pursuant to section 589.400.1(7) RSMo Supp. 2010 of Missouri's Sex Offender 
Registration Act.  Because Doe's state registration requirement is based on an 
independent federal registration requirement, Doe's substantive obligation to register as a 
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sex offender does not arise only from state law and article I, section 13 of the Missouri 
Constitution is not implicated.   

 
(2) SORNA requires Doe to register as a sex offender in Missouri irrespective of whether he 

is an intrastate offender. 
 

(3) Doe's claim that section 16913(a) is unconstitutional as applied to intrastate offenders 
such as Doe is not "real and substantial."  Section 16913(a) is a reasonable means to 
track intrastate offenders if they move across state lines and is constitutionally authorized 
under Congress' authority pursuant to the Commerce Clause and the enabling Necessary 
and Proper Clause. 
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