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Lin Gao (“Mother”) appeals from the trial court’s judgment dissolving her marriage to
James Copling (“Father”) and awarding sole custody of the minor child to Father. Mother
contends the trial court erred by: (1) failing to make written findings under section
452.375, R.S.Mo. (2000); (2) awarding Father sole custody; and (3) failing to appoint a
guardian ad litem under section 452.423.2 despite Mother’s allegations of abuse.

REVERSED AND REMANDED.

DIVISION FOUR HOLDS: Mother’s allegations of abuse triggered the trial court’s duty
to appoint a guardian ad litem under section 452.423. Accordingly, we reverse and
remand for the court’s appointment of a guardian ad litem and a new trial.

Opinion by: Lisa S. Van Amburg, P.J.
Patricia L. Cohen, J. and Philip M. Hess, J. concur.
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