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Meagan Garland (“Mother”) appeals from the judgment of the trial court denying her 

claim for attorney’s fees against the Missouri Department of Social Services’ Family 

Support Division (“FSD”) following Mother’s petition for judicial review of an FSD 

administrative order. 

 

REVERSED AND REMANDED. 

 

DIVISION FOUR HOLDS: The trial court erred in finding Mother was not a prevailing 

party entitled to attorney’s fees within the meaning of section 536.087, RSMo. (2000). 

We remand and remand for the trial court’s determination on the issue of whether FSD’s 

administrative order was substantially justified, and ultimately, whether Mother should be 

awarded attorney’s fees.   

 

Opinion by:  Lisa S. Van Amburg, P.J. 

Patricia L. Cohen, Judge, concur. 

Gary M. Gaertner, Jr., Judge, dissents in separate opinion. 

 

Attorney for Appellant: Thomas J. Henderson 

Attorney for Respondent: Deborah Weider-Hatfield 
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