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Before Division One Judges:  Harold L. Lowenstein, P.J., Paul M. Spinden and Victor C. 

Howard, Judges 
 
 At his death, Wallace Jones transferred his home via a beneficiary deed to his 
children, Violet Knight and Tommy Jones.  Because the decedent had been a recipient of 
Medicaid nursing home benefit, the State of Missouri filed a petition for accounting with 
the probate court in order to recover the Medicaid benefits the State had paid on behalf of 
the decedent.  The probate court entered a judgment allowing the State’s petition for 
accounting and finding that the decedent’s children were liable to the decedent’s estate.  
The decedent’s children appeal.   
 
 AFFIRMED. 
 
Division One holds: 
 
 (1) As a creditor of the decedent’s estate, the State was entitled to bring a petition 
for accounting to recover the value of a nonprobate transfer in the context of Missouri’s 
Medicaid estate recovery program. 
 (2) The State’s utilization of a petition for accounting of the value of a nonprobate 
asset did not alter Missouri’s definition of “estate,” and, therefore, the State was not 
required to amend its Medicaid State Plan. 
 (3) Because it is possible for the value of a nonprobate transfer to become an asset 
of a decedent’s estate, the notice provided by Missouri’s Medicaid application regarding 
Missouri’s Medicaid estate recovery program is sufficient.  
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