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The State charged Michael McDaniel with possessing a controlled substance and alleged that 

McDaniel had constructively possessed .81 grams of cocaine.  A jury found McDaniel guilty of 

the charge, and the trial court sentenced him to ten years of imprisonment.  McDaniel appeals. 

 

AFFIRMED.   

 

Division Two holds: 

 

(1)  Although McDaniel and his roommate had joint control over the premises, where the State 

presented evidence that the cocaine was found in McDaniel’s bedroom and McDaniel made self-

incriminating statements regarding the cocaine, there was sufficient evidence from which a 

reasonable juror could have found McDaniel guilty of possessing a controlled substance. 

 

(2)  Where the contents of an envelope were not directly in issue, the best evidence rule did not 

apply, and the trial court did not abuse its discretion in allowing a detective to testify that the 

envelope was addressed to McDaniel at the residence where the cocaine was found. 
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