
IN THE MISSOURI COURT OF APPEALS 
WESTERN DISTRICT 

 
 
              
 
COMPLETE TITLE OF CASE 
 
RANDALL TETZNER, 

Respondent, 
v. 
 
STATE OF MISSOURI, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, FAMILY SUPPORT 
DIVISION, 

Appellant. 
              
 

DOCKET NUMBER WD76875 
 

MISSOURI COURT OF APPEALS 
WESTERN DISTRICT 

 
DATE:  June 17, 2014 

              
APPEAL FROM 
 
The Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri 
The Honorable Patrick W. Campbell, Judge 
              
JUDGES 
 
Division III:  Newton, P.J., and Pfeiffer and Martin, JJ. CONCURRING.
              
ATTORNEYS 
 
James F. Freeman III 
Kansas City, MO 

Attorney for Respondent, 
 

Chris Koster, Attorney General 
Jefferson City, MO 
 
Jennifer O. Addadi, Assistant Attorney General 
Kansas City, MO 

Attorneys for Appellant. 
             



 

MISS
M

 
RANDA
 

v. 
 
STATE 
OF SOC
SUPPOR
 

 
WD7687
 
Before D

 
R

(“Circuit
Support D
affirming
and vaca
 

F
Father ch
authority
of author
Grandmo
section 5
 
 R
 
Division 
 

1
has grant

SOURI 
MISSOUR

ALL TETZN

OF MISSO
CIAL SERV
RT DIVISIO

75 

Division III J

Randall Tetz
t Court”), fo
Division’s (“
g that withh
ted the withh

ather, as the
hallenges th

y to enforce c
rity to asser
other; and (4
16.350.2. 

REVERSED

III holds: 

.  The Divis
ted it statuto

APPEL
RI COUR

NER, 

OURI, DEPA
VICES, FAM
ON, 

Judges:   

zner (“Fathe
or judicial r
“the Division
olding order
holding orde

e party aggr
he Division’
child suppor
rt rights it p
4) lack of au

D. 

sion had sub
ry authority 

LLATE 
RT OF AP

Responden

ARTMENT 
MILY 

Appellan

 
Thom
Pfeiffe

r”) petitione
eview of th
n”) withhold
r.  The Circ
er.  The Divi

rieved by th
s:  (1) juris
rt rights whe
purportedly 
uthority to e

bject matter 
to enforce c

COURT
PPEALS,

nt,

nt.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

OP
Ju

as H. New
er and Cynth

ed the Circu
he Missouri 
ding order an
cuit Court re
ision timely 

he agency d
sdiction to i
ere Grandmo
acquired vi

enforce child

jurisdiction 
court orders 

 

T OPIN
, WESTE

PINION FIL
une 17, 2014

wton, Presid
hia L. Martin

uit Court o
Department

nd from the 
eversed the D
appeals. 

decision, is 
issue the wi
other never a
ia an alleged
d support rig

over this m
of support.

ION SU
ERN DIST

LED: 
4 

ding Judge,
n, Judges 

f Jackson C
t of Social 
Division Di
Division Dir

the Rule 84
ithholding o
acquired suc
d assignmen
ghts barred b

matter becau

UMMAR
TRICT 

Jackson Co

, and Mark

County, Mis
Services, Fa
irector’s Dec
rector’s Dec

4.05(e) appe
order; (2) lac
ch rights; (3)
nt of rights 
by applicati

se the legisl

RY 

ounty

k D. 

ssouri 
amily 
cision 
cision 

ellant. 
ck of 
) lack 
from 
on of 

lature 



 
2.  Grandmother, as the caretaker relative of the child via relinquishment of custody by 

Mother, applied for and received AFDC benefits.  Upon Grandmother’s doing so, by operation 
of law, the Division acquired the collection rights of the child support obligation set forth in the 
Dissolution Decree.  Section 454.455.1 provides the applicable statutory link for the caretaker 
relative to acquire child support rights that are deemed to have been assigned to the Division by 
operation of law pursuant to section 208.040.2(2).  The Circuit Court improperly concluded that 
“no assignment of support has been made,” which led to its improper reliance upon section 
454.455.3, instead of section 454.455.1. 
 

3.  The obligation to remit periodic child support payments ordered by a judgment, order, 
or decree may be revived by the obligor’s payment on the judgment “duly entered upon the 
record thereof.”  § 516.350.1.  Father’s March 17, 1999 child support payment “duly entered 
upon the record” operated to revive the Dissolution Decree for all arrearages remaining due 
within the ten-year period preceding the payment.  Thus, the Division’s withholding order was 
timely to capture the child support arrearages from March 1989 to March 1999. 
 
Opinion by:  Mark D. Pfeiffer, Judge June 17, 2014
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