HEARINGS IN CHILD ABUSE/NEGLECT CASES
Protective Custody Hearing:  To determine whether the child can safely return home, whether the Children’s Division has made reasonable efforts to prevent or eliminate the need for removal, and whether continuation in the home is contrary to the welfare of the child.
Timeframe:  Within 3 business days of date taken into protective custody
Reference:  §211.032.3, Rule 111.13, Rule 119.01

Adjudication Hearing:  To determine whether the allegations of the petition or motion to modify have been established, whether the court has jurisdiction over the case, and whether reasonable efforts have been made to prevent or eliminate the need for removal.
Timeframe:  Within 60 days of date taken into protective custody
Reference:  §211.032.4, Rule 119.01

Dispositional Hearing:  To determine who shall have legal and physical custody of the child, whether the Children’s Division is required to engage in reasonable efforts to reunify the child and family and, if so, the reasonable efforts necessary to effect reunification.
Timeframe:  Within 90 days of date taken into protective custody
Reference:  §211.032.4, Rule 119.01

Case Review Hearing:  To review the status of the case, to examine progress of the parties since the last hearing, and to determine if any corrections or revisions are needed in the case plan.
Timeframe:  Every 90-120 days following dispositional hearing for 1st 12 months of custody
Reference:  §211.032.4, Rule 119.01

Permanency Hearing:  To reach a decision concerning the permanent placement for the child, to determine whether the Children’s Division has made reasonable efforts to finalize the permanency plan, and to set forth the efforts required of the Division to finalize the permanency plan.
Timeframe:  Within 12 months of date taken into protective custody or within 30 days of determination that reasonable efforts to reunify are not required and at least annually thereafter.
Reference: Rule 119.01

Permanency Review Hearing:  To determine if the permanency plan in effect is still the most appropriate, and if so, whether the Children’s Division has made reasonable efforts to finalize the plan.  To determine the efforts of the Children’s Division needed to finalize the permanency plan.
Timeframe:  At least every 6 months after each permanency hearing
Reference: §211.032.4, Rule 119.01

Other References:  §211.032.6 (untimely hearings); §211.171.7 (continuances); Rule 111.14 Protective Custody Hearing; Rule 119.10 Continuances; Rule 119.11 Untimely Hearings
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