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Respondents.

REPLY

Respondent’s Brief reinforces the position of the State that it will not give
effect to the Governor’s intent when he granted Shirley Lute her sentence
commutation two years ago. In an effort to distinguish People v. Morris,
Respondents call the Morris case a “true commutation” thus inferring that the
Constitutional grace of Governor Holden is somehow a lesser commutation. Resp.
Briefat 12, n. 1. Itis a low point of our system of justice that this intra-executive
branch, internecine dispute is balanced on the liberty of Shirley Lute. The new
Board might be excused for making an error about the terms of Ms. Lute’s

commutation to the extent that it found ambiguity or lack of guidance in the plain



language. That assertion is arguably disingenuous given that the clemency was
exercised in consultation with the Board. It is now inexcusable that it turns a deaf
ear to the only person who knows the extent and limits of his completely
discretionary exercise of grace and mercy.

Governor Holden’s commutation of Shirley Lute’s sentence two years ago
was a true commutation. Her continued incarceration is a true tragedy. Petitioner

respectfully requests that she be brought to this Court and released.
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