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Appellant. Filed: April 14, 2020

This appeal addresses whether Appellant filed a timely Rule 51.05 application for
automatic change of judge before the trial court entered its judgment in favor of Respondent on
its petition to strike the purported lien Appellant had placed on her former home which Federal
Home now owns. Appellant claims her application was timely and the Circuit Court of the City
of St. Louis erred by denying her application and proceeding to the merits of Federal Home’s
petition.

REVERSED.

DIVISION IV HOLDS: Appellant’s application for change of judge was timely. Rule 51.05(b)
requires change of judge applications to be filed “within 60 days from service of process or 30
days from the designation of the trial judge, whichever time is longer.” Since this case was
removed to federal court and then remanded, Rule 55.34 provides that “[i]f a case removed to
federal court is remanded to a court of this state, the date of the remand order is deemed the date
of service for determining when a pleading shall be filed or an action taken.” Here, Appellant’s
application was timely under Rules 51.05(b) and 55.34 because Appellant filed it within 60 days
from the date of the remand order.

Opinion by:  James M. Dowd, P.J.
Kurt S. Odenwald, J., and Robin Ransom, J., concur.
Attorney for Appellant: Wilma Pennington-Thurman (pro se)

Attorney for Respondent: Charles S. Pullium, 11
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