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Respondent.    ) Filed:  June 16, 2020 

  
 Tommy Heinz appeals the trial court’s judgment granting First Community’s motion to 
dismiss wherein First Community asserted that it was immune from MMPA liability based on 
language found in § 407.020.2 of the MMPA, language that First Community claims exempts it 
from MMPA liability.    
 
REVERSED. 
 
DIVISION IV HOLDS:  We find that Heinz’s petition states a cause of action against First 
Community because by virtue of its status as the assignee and holder of Driven Auto’s sales 
contract and loan, First Community “stands in the shoes” of Driven Auto for all purposes 
including being subject to the same liability exposure in connection with those transactions and 
Driven Auto’s liability has already been conclusively established by the default judgment entered 
against it.  As a result, we need not reach the question regarding First Community’s claimed 
exemption under § 407.020.2.   
 
Opinion by: James M. Dowd, P.J. 
 
Gary M. Gaertner, Jr., J., and Robin Ransom, J., concur. 
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