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Respondent.

This is an appeal from the judgment entered after a bench trial finding that Representative Nicholas
Schroer of the 107th district in Missouri’s House of Representatives is a resident of the 107th district and will
remain on the ballot for reelection.

AFFIRMED.

Special Division holds:

The trial court did not misstate or misapply the law when determining whether Representative Schroer
intended to abandon his original residency in the 107th district, without any intent to return, and instead make a
new permanent or indefinite residence in another district.

The judgment was not against the weight of the evidence. On the facts before the trial court, this case
could have gone either way: there were facts supporting the conclusion that Representative Schroer did intend to
abandon his original residence and establish a new one and other facts supporting the conclusion that he did not
have that intention. This conflict gave rise to a strong presumption in favor of the original domicile, which the
trial court properly applied in assessing the facts before it and reaching its conclusion that Representative Schroer
did not abandon residency in the 107th district. We must defer to the trial court’s assessment of the evidence,
including its express finding that Representative Schroer’s testimony was credible.
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