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The State of Missouri (State) appeals the trial court’s suppression of Jeffrey Reuter’s
(Defendant) statements to a crisis negotiator during a barricaded standoff with police and to
detectives while en route to the police station.

REVERSED.

Division Four holds: The trial court clearly erred in suppressing Defendant’s statements to a crisis
negotiator during a standoff with police because the totality of the circumstances show that
Defendant was not in custody while he was barricaded inside his house. The trial court also clearly
erred in suppressing Defendant’s statements to detectives while en route to the police station
because a detective could not reasonably expect that thanking Defendant for his peaceful surrender
would cause Defendant to volunteer his incriminating statements.
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