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Ida Catherine Adams, f/k/a Ida Catherine Watring (Adams) appeals from the judgment of
the trial court, denying her petition for unlawful detainer filed against Diane Ware (Ware),
Bill Dixon, and Matthew Ware (collectively, Respondents) on the basis that Adams’ petition
was barred under the three-year statute of limitations in Section 534.300, RSMo. cum supp.
2022, because Respondents had maintained uninterrupted occupancy of the property for
more than three years without a landlord-tenant relationship between Adams and Ware.

REVERSED AND REMANDED.

Division Three Holds: The trial court here did not err in finding that there was no landlord-
tenant relationship between Adams and Ware, and that the relevant class of unlawful detainer
was the wrongful possessor class. However, the trial court erred in finding that Adams’
petition for unlawful detainer on the basis of wrongful possession was barred by Section
534.300, because the statute does not begin to run in the context of wrongful possession until
the person with the legal right to possession gives a written demand for the current resident
to turn over possession, and Adams brought her action well within three years of giving
Respondents a written demand to vacate.
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