CIRCUIT COURT OF_______________________________________ COUNTY, MISSOURI

(County where court is located)

In re the Marriage of




)

)

___________________________________________
)


(First)
(Middle)
(Last)
(Jr./Sr./lll) 


)

)

Petitioner, (Your full name should be entered here)

)  Cause No. ____________________________

)
(Will be assigned when case is filed)

and






)

)

___________________________________________
)

(First)
(Middle)
(Last)
(Jr./Sr./lll)



)

)

Respondent. (Enter your spouse's full name here)

)

WARNING: READ CAREFULLY

You are encouraged to consult with an attorney in the preparation of this document and the presentation of your case to the court. A dissolution of marriage proceeding can substantially affect your financial and personal life for many years to come. An attorney is trained to assist you in protecting your rights.

In all documents filed in this case, your spouse will be referred to as "Petitioner" and you will be referred to as "Respondent". Your "spouse" is your husband or wife.

ANSWER TO PETITIONER'S PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

I am answering the following pleading (One of the following MUST be checked) 

[  ]
The first petition my spouse filed in this case (Original Petition)

[  ]
The second petition my spouse filed in this case (First Amended Petition)

Directions - Please type or print clearly in black ink. All information requested in this form is required by Missouri Statutes. A copy of this form MUST be sent to your spouse. The information in this form is open to the public.

All pleadings that you file with the court are required to contain the cause number and division number (if applicable). Failure to include the cause number on your pleading may cause your pleading to be filed in the wrong case. If your case has not yet been filed, then you do not have to enter the cause number on this form.

A dissolution of marriage was formerly called a divorce. A petition for dissolution of marriage is filed by the petitioner to start the proceedings. You are responding to the allegations petitioner made in his or her petition.
1.
I understand that by voluntarily entering my appearance and filing this pleading, I am subjecting myself to the jurisdiction of this court, and the court may enter such orders and judgments as are authorized by law, including orders awarding maintenance (formerly alimony), child support, child custody, division of property, division of debts, and attorney's fees.
2.
I admit as true EVERYTHING my spouse stated in his or her Petition for Dissolution of Marriage EXCEPT the following:

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Instructions: Any allegation not specifically denied will be deemed admitted and you will not have the opportunity to disagree with this allegation when the case is presented to the court. Identify each paragraph that contains any allegation with which you disagree.
3. 
My social security number is: ______________________________________________.

Instructions: Your social security number is required by RSMo (452.312.2(6).
4. 
Check ONE of the following boxes:

[  ]
I am not on active duty in the armed services of the United States of America.

[  ]
I am on active duty in the armed services of the United States of America, but waive my rights pursuant to the Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act of 1940.

REQUEST FOR RELIEF

If you are the Wife, do you want to change your name back to the name you had prior to your marriage or back to your original maiden name?

[  ]
Yes, I would like to change my name back to __________________________________.

[  ]
No, I will keep the name I have.

I WOULD LIKE THE COURT TO GRANT THE FOLLOWING:
A dissolution of my marriage;

Custody of the child(ren) born of the marriage as stated herein (if applicable); 

Appropriate orders with respect to the support of the minor child(ren) (if applicable); 

A division of the marital property and debts (REQUIRED);

And such further and other orders as the court would deem appropriate.

[  ]  Maintenance to be paid to me by my spouse; (Optional) 

[  ]  Maintenance to be paid to my spouse by me; (Optional)

I further certify under oath that I have given my spouse a copy of this answer pursuant to Missouri Supreme Court Rule 43.01(d) by: (You MUST check at least ONE of the following three boxes)

[  ]  Mailing a copy to my spouse or his or her attorney on ________________________, 20______ at the following address:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)




(City)



(State)

(Zip)

[  ]  Handing a copy to my spouse or his or her attorney on ______________________, 20_______.

[  ]  Sending a copy to my spouse or his or her attorney by fax to ______________________ (telephone number) on _____________________, 20_______ at  ________________________  (time).

NOTICE
You are also required to file an income and expense statement and a property statement at the time you file your answer. Failure to do so could cause your answer to be stricken. Also, if there are any unemancipated children, you are required to file a proposed parenting plan within thirty (30) days after the date you were served by the sheriff or the date you filed this answer. You may file a joint parenting plan with your spouse. See RSMo (452.310.7.

You may also file a counterclaim for dissolution of marriage. If you do not file a counterclaim requesting a dissolution of marriage, your spouse can dismiss his or her petition at any time prior to the granting of the dissolution and you will not be allowed to proceed. If you and your spouse agree, this may not be an issue. Once again, you are urged to consult an attorney concerning the legal issues involved in your dissolution of marriage proceeding.
MAILING ADDRESS OF RESPONDENT (THIS MUST BE COMPLETED)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

(Street)




(City)



(State)

(Zip)

___________________________________

_____________________________________________

(Telephone Number)



(E-Mail Address - Optional)

This is the address that the court will use to send information concerning your case to you. If you move during the time this case is pending, you should send a letter to the court notifying it of your new address. It is your duty to keep the court informed as to your correct address.

Instructions: The following information MUST be filled in before a notary public. Your answer is required to be verified before a notary public. RSMo (452.310.1.

COUNTY OF____________________________
)

) ss.

STATE OF_______________________________
)

Comes now the Respondent, first having been duly sworn, and states that the information contained herein is true and accurate according to his or her best information, knowledge and belief.

____________________________________
_____________________________________________

Respondent - SIGN HERE


Respondent - PRINT YOUR NAME HERE

Subscribed and sworn to this ________________ day of
________________________, 20_____.

____________________________________

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:
PAGE  
2

