CIRCUIT COURT OF__________________________ COUNTY, MISSOURI

(County where court is located)
In re the Marriage of




)

)

__________________________________________
)


(First)
     (Middle)

(Last)

(Jr./Sr./lll) 
)

)

Petitioner, (Your full name should be entered here)


)  Cause No. _______________

)
(Will be assigned when case is filed)
and







)

)

__________________________________________
)

(First)
     (Middle)
          (Last)
          (Jr./Sr./lll) 

)

)

Respondent. (Enter your spouse's full name here)


)

PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
1. I am the [  ] wife [   ] husband.

2. My mailing address and telephone number is: 

____________________________________________

(Street)
____________________________________________ 


(City) 


(State) 

(Zip)



____________________________________________

(Telephone Number)
This is the address that the court will use to send information concerning your case to you. If, you move during the time this case is pending, you should send a letter to the court notifying it of your new address. It is your duty to keep the court informed as to your correct address.  This address is not necessarily the same as the address at which you reside. Even if you do not wish to disclose the address at which you reside, you MUST still provide the court with a mailing address.

3. My social security number is: __________________________________.

4. My spouse's mailing address and telephone number is:

___________________________________________

(Street)

____________________________________________________


(City) 

(State) 

(Zip)
____________________________________________________

(Telephone Number)
This is the address that the court will use to send information concerning your case to your spouse. lf you do not know your spouse's current address, you should enter the last known address of your husband or wife.
5. My spouse's social security number is: ___________________________.

6. DIRECTIONS FOR SERVICE  

Before your case can proceed, your spouse must be given notice that you have filed this case. This notice can be given in one of the methods described on this page  

(Check ONE and only ONE of the following boxes):

[   ]
Respondent has signed a verified "Answer to Petition for Dissolution of Marriage" which is being filed with the "Petition for Dissolution of Marriage." If you check this box, you must file the (Answer to Petition for Dissolution of Marriage" at the same time you file this petition. The (Answer( must be signed by your spouse in front of a notary public.  Therefore, do not issue a summons.


[   ]  Respondent has signed a verified "Waiver of Service and Entry of Appearance( which is being filed with the "Petition for Dissolution of Marriage(  If your spouse signs a 'Waiver of Service and Entry of Appearance" he/she has thirty days in which to file an answer to the petition.  The (Waiver of Service and Entry of Appearance" must be signed by your spouse in front of a notary public.  Therefore do not issue a summons.

[   ]  Respondent will voluntarily enter his/her appearance in this case and therefore summons should be issued but held in the Sheriff's office for this County. If a verified "Waiver of Service and Entry of Appearance" is not filed within thirty (30) days, this case may be dismissed without further notice to Petitioner.
[   ]  Summons should be served upon Respondent at his/her home. Respondent may be served either at his/her place of employment or at his/her residence. You should check the appropriate box. If you decide to have your spouse served, you must provide an extra copy of the "Petition for Dissolution of Marriage", "Statement at income and Expense", and "Statement of Property" to the court.
____________________________________________

(Street)
____________________________________________

(City)


(State)

(Zip)
[   ]  Summons should be served upon Respondent at his/her place of employment:

_____________________________________________

(Employer(s Name)
_____________________________________________

(Street)
_____________________________________________

(City)


(State)

(Zip)
Hours of employment: ___________________________________.

[   ]  Respondent cannot be served in Missouri. Therefore, service by registered mail is requested. A copy of the "Affidavit for Service by Mail" is attached to this form. (See Missouri Supreme Court Rule 54.12(b))

[   ] The whereabouts of Respondent is unknown and there is no way of contacting him or her. I have attempted to locate the Respondent and have been unable to do so. Therefore, service by publication will be required. A copy of the "Affidavit for Service by Publication" is attached to this form. Child support, maintenance or other money judgments will not be allowed against Respondent if service is by publication. Publication must be made in the County where this matter is filed in a newspaper of general circulation. NOTE: Must be authorized by Supreme Court Rule or Statute. (See Missouri Supreme Court Rule 54.12(c))

This option should only be utilized as last resort. You can only obtain service by publication if the whereabouts of your spouse are unknown, and you cannot locate him or her by making all reasonable attempts to find out where he or she can be served.  If you have service by publication, you are not entitled to obtain any kind of money judgment against your spouse for such things as child support or maintenance.

[   ]  Other:_________________________________________________________.

7. My birth date is: ________________________.

You must be at least eighteen years of age to file a dissolution of marriage proceeding without someone acting as your "next friend".

8. I currently live in ____________________________ County, Missouri, and have lived here for _______________________   [   ]  months   [   ]  days    [   ]  years.

9. [   ]  I am currently employed at: _________________________________.

[   ] I am currently unemployed.

10. [   ] I can support myself through the combined income from my employment and income from property that I will receive in the dissolution.

[   ] I cannot support myself and need to be awarded maintenance.

Maintenance is what used to be called alimony, !t refers to an amount paid by one party to the other party for his or her support. It is not the same as child support. Usually, if one party does not request maintenance at the time of dissolution of their marriage; they are not entitled to it in the future. This does not include supporting any minor children born of the marriage.

11. My spouse's birth date is: __________________.

If your spouse is not at least eighteen years of age, then a "guardian ad litem" will have to be appointed for him or her.

12. [  ]  My spouse currently lives in _____________________ County, Missouri, and has lived there for ________________  [  ] months [  ] days   [  ] years.


[  ] I do not know where my spouse lives.

13. If your spouse does not live in the State of Missouri, has he or she lived in the State of Missouri during your marriage?  [  ]  Yes. [  ] No. 

[   ] Not Applicable - my spouse currently resides in Missouri.

If your husband or wife has never lived in the State of Missouri during your marriage; and he or she does not voluntarily enter his or her appearance in this proceeding, the court will lack persona! jurisdiction over your spouse. This means that the court cannot award any money judgment to you.  It may be better to file this case in the state where your spouse resides. You should consult an attorney for further information.

14. [  ]  My  spouse is currently employed at: ___________________________



[  ] My spouse is currently unemployed. 


[  ] I do not know if my spouse is currently employed.

WARNING: The employment status of your spouse may be very important in determining such issues as maintenance (formerly known as alimony) and child support. If you do not know your spouse's current employment status, an attorney may be able to obtain this information for you along with information concerning your spouse's income.
15. [  ]  My spouse can support himself or herself through the combined income from his or her employment and income from property that he or she will receive in the dissolution.

[  ] My spouse cannot support himself or herself and is in need of maintenance (alimony).


This does not include supporting any minor children born of the marriage.
16. Neither myself nor my spouse is on active duty in the military.

If your spouse is on active duty in the armed forces of the United States, the Service Members Civil Relief Act (SCRA) may prevent you from obtaining a dissolution of marriage without your spouse's consent. You should contact an attorney about this situation prior to filing this petition.
17. We were married on _______________________ in _________________ County, State of _________________.  The marriage is registered in __________________ County, State of _____________.

18. My spouse and I separated on __________________.

19. There is no reasonable likelihood that my marriage can be preserved and the marriage is irretrievably broken.

20. State any arrangements which you and your spouse have made for the maintenance of the other party or the custody and support of any minor children.  If you have unemancipated children, please state any arrangements you and your spouse have concerning the support and custody of the minor children.  If no arrangements have been made, you may leave this answer blank.

21. [  ] I am not pregnant. OR  [  ] My spouse is not pregnant.

22. Living children born of the parties after the date of their marriage:

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Name


Date of Birth


Social Security Number

Do not include deceased children.
23. Living children adopted by Husband or Wife during the marriage:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Name


Date of Birth


Social Security Number

Include in this number all living children that were: (a) born to Wife and subsequently adopted by Husband; or (b) fathered by Husband and subsequently adopted by Wife; or (e) adopted by both parties. Include in this number children who are grown. Do not include deceased children.

24. Living children born to Husband and Wife before the date of this marriage?

_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Name


Date of Birth


Social Security Number

Include in this number all living children born to Wife before this marriage as a result of sexual intercourse with Husband including children who are grown. You should attach a copy of the birth certificate for these children to your petition. If Husband is not listed as the father on the birth certificate, additional information may be required to be included in your petition.

25. Children Wife had with someone other than Husband that were born after the date of this marriage?
Include children born since the parties separated. Include in this number all living children born to Wife during this marriage as a result of sexual intercourse with a man other than Husband including any children who are grown. Do not include deceased children. Information in addition to the information on this petition will be required before the court may proceed with your case.
26. If there are no children then you may skip the rest of the questions contained on this form and go directly to the section at the end of this form entitled "REQUEST FOR RELIEF".

27. [  ]  I wish to be awarded sole legal custody of the child(ren)

[  ]  I wish the Husband and Wife to share joint legal custody of the child(ren).

[  ]  I wish my spouse be awarded sole legal custody of the child(ren).

according to the Parenting Plan attached hereto.

Legal custody refers to who will make the decisions concerning health, education and welfare for this child. RSMo (452.375.1(2)
28. [  ]  I wish to be awarded sole physical custody of the child(ren).

[  ]  I wish my spouse to be awarded sole physical custody of the child(ren).

[  ]  I wish the husband and wife to share joint physical custody of the child(ren).

according to the Parenting Plan attached hereto.

Physical custody refers to where this child(ren) will reside and what time this child(ren) spend with each parent. RSMo (452.375.1(3)
29. [  ]  This child was born prior to the marriage and Husband listed as the father on the birth certificate.

30. The minor children have resided with my spouse and/or I for the past six months.

31. I know of no person not a party to this proceeding that has physical custody of any of the unemancipated children or claims to have custody or visitation rights with respect to any of the unemancipated children.

32. There are no other proceedings pending concerning any of the unemancipated children in a court of this or any other state.

33. I have not participated in any other litigation concerning the custody of any of the unemancipated children in this or any other state.

34. None of the unemancipated children been a victim of abuse or neglect by my spouse or myself.

REQUEST FOR RELIEF
35. If you are the Wife, do you want to change your name back to the name you had prior to your marriage or back to your original maiden name?

[  ]  Yes, I would like to change my name to my previous name of ________________

[  ]  No, I will keep the name I have.

I WOULD LIKE THE COURT TO GRANT THE FOLLOWING:

[  ]
A dissolution of my marriage;

[  ]
Award custody of the child(ren) born of the marriage and the parties as stated herein (if applicable);

[  ]
Appropriate orders with respect to the support of the minor child(ren)

(if applicable);

[  ]
A division of the marital property and debts (REQUIRED);

[  ]
And such further and other orders as the court would deem appropriate. 

[  ]
(Optional) Maintenance to be paid to me by my spouse; 

[  ]  
(Optional) Maintenance to be paid to my spouse by me;

Comes now the petitioner, first having been duly sworn, and states that the information contained herein is true and accurate according to his or her best information, knowledge and belief.

_____________________________

Petitioner(s Signature

_____________________________

Petitioner(s name printed

Subscribed and sworn to this ________ day of ____________, 20___.

______________________________

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

