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Vision Statement 
The Kansas City Municipal Court aspires to be 

recognized - locally, nationally, and 
internationally - as the most efficient and 

technologically advanced municipal court in 
ex istence that provides comprehensive services. 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Kansas City Municipal Court is to 
provide exceptional service by ensuring a fair, t imely, 

and Impartial judicial process through Innovation, 
efficiencies, and by addressing the underlying causes 

of recidivism. 
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The Kansas City Municipal Court is the largest municipal court in the State of 
Missouri and processes between 225,000 and 300,000 cases annually. The most 

common types of cases handled by the court include: 

·Speeding 

• Driving under the influence 

• Parking tickets 

·Trespass 
General Ordinance 

Violations 
• Assault\ Domestic violence assault 

• Disorderly Conduct 

Building Codes and 
Nuisance Violations 

· Insufficient property maintenance 

·Weeds 

·Trash 

• Animal license 

• Animal abuse 

• Neglect 

• Animal attacks 

Municipal Court Citation Volume 
Total: 275 ,663 (FY2014- 1 5) 

Who writes the citations 

Kansas City Pollee Department 

• Airport Police 

• Veterans Ad ministration 

University of Missouri Kansas 

City Police 

Animal Health and Publ1c Safety 

• Regulated lndustnes 

F1re Marshal 

• Neighborhood Preservation 
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Public Safety: 
$399.2 million 

Municipal Court 
$16.9 million (4.23%) 

The Circuit Court of Missouri 16th judicial Circuit Court Kansas City 
Municipal Division has eight (8) full - time judges and one (1) part- time 

judge, a Court Administrator, and approximately 80 employees. The 
Presiding judge is selected by the judges. There are nine courtrooms 
labeled alphabetically as A through I. 

judge Anne j. LaBella, Presiding judge 

judge Ardie A. Bland, Pro tem 

judge joseph H. Locascio 

Judge Elena M. Franco 

judge Katherine B. Emke 

judge Todd D. Wilcher 

judge Courtney A. Wacha! 

judge Corey A. Carter 

udge Keith R. Ludwig 
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Municipal Court 

Admini!ttrative Secretary 
10 

Judges 

Assistant to Elected 
Ofrtcia:s 
3 FTE 

1 FTE 

Depu1y Court 
Admini-strator 

Assistant o :red or of 
Adm:nistrative Serv;ces 

1 FTE 

Megan Pfannens tiel 
Court Admlnistra to 

1FTE 

Court Business Manager 
Assts.!ant Director of 

Adm·nistrative Servlces 
1 F TE 

Administrative Divisions 
Administration 
" Finance 

, Technology and Court Operations 

Rehabilitation Services 
" Probation 

" Problem Solving Courts 

Correctional and Security Services 
Courtroom Bailiffs and Corrections Transportation 

" Police Security Squad 

, Regional Correctional Center - Contract with Jackson 
County, Missouri 

Indigent/Legal Defense 
Contracted Service with Legal Aid of Western Mi ssouri 
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For more than 20 years the City has had a contract with 
Legal Aid of Western Missouri to represent low-income 
people charged with jailable offenses in Municipai Court. 

~ In FY2014-1 5 Legal Aid represented 8,967 Municipal 
Court defendants 

Budget for FY201 5-16 is $1 Million for this service 

~ A staff of 1 3 is allocated to Legal Aid's Municipal Court 
representation. 

liiiiiiiiii 
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The RCC facil ity (right) is adjacent to the jackson 
County Detention Center. The two buildings are 
connected via a secure underground walkway. 

The City pays $52.50/day 

Jai I 
On May 1, 201 5 the Municipal Court partnered 

with Kansas City Police Department and 

jackson County, Missouri to consolidate 

detention services under a new ten-year 

agreement for 175 beds for Municipal Court 

Offenders at the Regional Correctional Center 

(RCC) located at 505 E I 3'h Street. 

ISO beds for male detainees and inmates 
2 5 beds for female inmates and detainees 
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Kansas City Municipal Court 
Problem- Solving Courts 

- -- Drug Court 

- --~ ------
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Friends of the Problem-Solving Courts 

Board Mission 

Friends of the Kansas City 
Problem-Solving Courts 
support these courts in 
providing justice, guidance 
and comprehensive 
solutions to individuals 
with mental health and 
substance abuse treatment 
needs so they may 
successfully exit the 
criminal justice system. 

Board Goals 

~ Board Development 

~ Community Partner 
Alliances and Services 

~ Housing 

~ Treatment 

~ Community Awareness 
and Education 

-·--- Pro-Socia Activities ·· 

Community Garden 
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. 2011 . . . . 
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~ Became the first 
Municipal Court of 
its size in the 
country to go 
paperless by 
launching a new 
automated case 
management system 

~ Reduced staff size by 
19 positions due to 
this efficiency 

~ Eliminated 18 tons 
of paper 
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Major Project~ in. the_ Works 

~ Building Enhancements 
" ADA Upgrades 
o Security 
" Cashier & Customer Service 
o Space Utilization 

~ Nation Center for State Courts 
o Docketing 

~ Customer Service 
o Line Queu ing System 

~ Crisis Center 

Questions for 
Municipal Court? 

Points of Contact: 
Megan Pfannenstiel, Court Administrator 
513- 674 7 
Stephanie Boyer, Deputy Court Administrator 
513- 6769 
Benita jones, Public Information Officer 
513- 67 11 

12/3/2015 

11 



lfyou need disability 
accommodations for your court date, 
please contact 311 at least three (3) business 
days prior to your court date, and tell the 
customer service representative what 
accommodations you will need. 

Need an attorney? 
Go to the free Missouri Bar Lawyer Search 
Service at www .missourilawyershelp.org or 
call the Missouri Bar Lawyer Referral Service 
at (573) 636-3635. They will be able to refer 
you to a lawyer for a $50 referral fee. ($37.50 
for veterans). Hours are 9:00AM to 3:00PM, 
Monday-Friday. 

Other Contacts 
Legal Aid of Western Missouri 
816-474-6750 

Kansas City Police Department reports 
816-234-5 100 
Online accident reports: 
www.kcmo.gov/police 

Missouri Department of Revenue 
573-526-0939 
Fax: 573-526-2511 or 573-526-7366 

Circuit Court of Missouri 
Sixteenth Judicial Circuit Court 
Kansas City Municipal Division 

1 1 0 1 Locust Street 
Kansas City, Missouri, 64 1 06 
Phone: 816-513-2700 
Fax: 816-513-6782 
E-mail: court@kcmo.org 
Like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/kcmoMuniCourt 

Municipal Court 1 0 1 

• Case Information 
• Ticket Payments 
• Court Etiquette 
• What to expect at court 

A quick guide to the Kansas City, MO 
Municipal Court 



What you need to know 
Some violations 

require mandatory Phone information 
court line: Find your court 
appearances. date or fine amount by 
Others may be callino the 311 
paid without auto;ated information 
going to court and line. you will need your 
th~ fine_ amount ticket number. Ticket 
will be m a . payments cannot be 
s~ons that ts made by phone. 
matled to you. 
Fine amounts and other case information is 
available within 48 hours online at 
www.kcmo.gov/court, or www.kcmo.gov/pay 
or via the 311 automated phone line. 

If the case is payable, you may: 
Pay online at kcmo.gov/pay with a credit or 
debit card. 

Mail a check or money order for the amount 
payable to "Municipal Court," to: P.O. Box 
219381, Kansas City, MO 64121-9381. Write 
your ticket number in the memo field. 

Pay in person at the Violations Bureau on 
the first floor of the Kansas City Municipal 
Court. 1101 Locust St., between 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. 

Use the drop box in the lobby during 
business hours. Place a check or money order 
for the amount payable to "Municipal Court," 
in a provided envelope. Write your ticket 
number on the check. Please do not put cash 
payments in the drop box. 

You also may choose to go to court rather 
than pay the fine ahead of time. 

If your case goes to court: 
The hearing time, date and courtroom are at 
the top of the ticket and on the summons you 
will receive by mail. 

Continuances: 
You may obtain a first-time continuance 
(postponement) on some violations: see 
www.kcmo.gov/court, call 311 or visit the 
Violations Bureau for details. 

When you get to Court: 
• When your name is called. walk up to the 

judge. 
• When the judge asks you a question answer 

only the question asked; and answer it as 
directly as possible." 

• If you are financially unable to hire legal 
counsel you may be able to have your case 
referred to a court appointed attorney. 

• You may plead Guilty. Not Guilty or request a 
Continuance. 

• If a continuance is granted, write down your 
next court date. 

If you plead guilty: 
The judge may impose a fine, jail sentence and/or 
probation with classes, treatment or community 
service. Most fines are between $1 and $500, but 
some may go up to $1 ,000. Jail sentences are up to 
6 months. 

If you plead not guilty: 
The court may hold trial that day or continue it to a 
later date. The prosecutor must prove your guilt 
beyond a reasonable doubt. You may be 
represented by an attorney and you have the right 
to present evidence and witnesses. The court can 
give witnesses subpoenas to tell them they must 
come to court for you. You may choose to testify 
or choose to remain silent. 

• If found not guilty at trial: 
Your case ends. 
• If found guilty at trial: 
The judge decides the penalty. 

• Appeal (trial de novo): You may file an 
appeal within I 0 days for a new trial (trial de novo) 
in the Circuit Court. 

When is my fine due? 
Payable ticket 
fines are due by 
the scheduled 
court date. Fines 
ordered by the 
judge are due 
immediately. 

Send payments 
questions to: 
mcpayments@kcmo.org 

Need additional time to pay? 
You must go in person to the Violations 
Bureau at the courthouse. The cashier will 
enter all outstanding money due on a 
payment contract. Fines for multiple tickets 
can be included in one contract. 

You will be required to pay 10% of the total 
balance to the court within 15 days. 

If you have any cases in warrant status for 
failure to pay, you will be required to pay 
1 0% of the total balance to the court before 
the payment contract will be issued and the 
warrants canceled. 

The remainder of your balance will be due in 
equal monthly installment payments. 
Installment payments cannot be made 
online and must be made in person or by 
mail or at the drop box in the lobby. 
Please do not put cash payments in the 
drop box. 

Municipal Court Probation: 
The Municipal Court probation office 
governs City ordinance violators who 
are found guilty and ordered by the 
court to complete probation. A term of 
probation in Municipal Court can last 
up to two years. To contact Municipal 
Court probation, call816-513-2700 or 
send email to probation@kcmo.org. 


