IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLINTON COUNTY, MISSOURI E n [L E

JUN 727009 ¢

MOLLY LIVINGSTON
Clerk of Clinton Co. Cireuit Couct

WILLIAM KEMPER, et al., )

Plaintiffs, ;
V. g Case No. 09CN-CV00333
PRIME TANNING CORP,, et al., g

Defendants. g

PLAINTIFFS’ SUGGESTIONS IN RESPONSE TO
NATIONAL BEEF LEATHER’S JOINT APPLICATION FOR
CHANGE OF VENUE AND CHANGE OF JUDGE

Plaintiffs do not oppose National Beef Leather’s (NBL) application for change of judge
ag a matter of right. Plaintifty also acknowledge that NBL is entitled to an application for change
of venue as of right pursuant to Mo. Ct. Rule 51.03 — however there ig nothing convenient about
Livingston County that would warrant sending this case to that venue. There will likely be 100
or more of these elaims filed against NBL and co-defendants. Jackson County is best equipped
1o handle such volume, and plaintiffs hercby incorporate their suggestions in response to Pume’s
Application for Change of Venue in support of moving this case to Jackson County.

Livingston County has absolutely no éonnection to this case whatsocver. Defendants
Prime Tanning Corp. and NBL are headeuartered in Buchanan County, Missouri. NBL’s parent
company National Beef is headquartered in Clay County, Missouri. None of the plaintiffs live in
Livingston County, and none of the altomeys or medical witnesses are located in Livingston
County. There is simply nothing convenient about Livingston County that would warrant

sending this case to that venue. Jackson County is best equipped to handle a mass tort such as
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this case, and plaintiffs, therefore, respectfully request that the case be transferred to Jackson

County.

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs respectfuily request that this Court transfer this case to the

presiding judge of the Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri for further proceedings.
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Respectfully submitted,

WAGSTAFF & CARTMELL LLP

A

Thomas P. Cartmell MO #45366
Brian I. Madden MO #40637
Thomas L. Wagstaff MO #50237

4740 Grand Avenue, Suite 300
Kansas City, MO 64112
tcartmell@wellp.com
bmadden@wellp.com
t.Lwagstaffi@wcllp.com

(816) 701-1100

Fax (816) 531-2372

GIRARDI KEESE
(s (o)s00od by LY

Thomas V. Girardi (Pro Hac Vigé )
1126 Wilshire Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90017-1904
(213)977-0211
Fax (213) 481-1554
GRIFFIN DIETRICH ELLIOTT

B bl Ly Vo,
StepherfGriffin M@ # 25633
W. Mitchell Elliott MO # 24906
Troy Dietrich MO # 50043
416 N. Walnut ‘
Cameron MO 64429

(816) 632-3033
Fax (816) 632-3035
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1 certify that on this Lﬁday of June, 2009, copies of the foregoing were transmitted
via first elass U.S. mail, with proper postage affixed, to:

William Crawford Blanton, Jr.

Siephen J. Torline

HUSCH BLACKWELL SANDERS LLP
4801 Main Street, Suite 1000

Kansas City, MO 64112

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT
NATIONAL BEEF LEATHERS CO., LLC

R. Dan Boulware

Todd H. Bartels

Seth C. Wright

Polsinelli Shughart PC

3101 Frederick Avenue

St. Joseph, MO 64506
ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT
PRIME TANNING CORP,

Scott R. Ast

Todd A. Scharnhorst

SCHARNHORST AST & KENNARD, P.C.
1000 Walnut, Sutte 1550

Kansas City, MO 64106

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT
RICK REAM

fori Jlze

Attorney for Plaintiffs

£6BE6£99181T 3 0 uelur{n £0:9T 6H00Z-Z2-NAar




