
SIXTEENTH CIRCUIT JUDICIAL COMMISSION 
JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI 

APPLICATION FOR CIRCUIT JUDGE 

1. State your full name. 

Mark Anthony Styles, Jr. 

2. State your date and location of birth. 

July 22, 1978 
Kansas City, Missouri 

3. State your present occupation, place of work, and job title. 

Judicial Officer 
Jackson County Circuit Court - Probate Division 
Deputy Commissioner 

4. Provide the following information concerning your eligibility for the office of 
Circuit Judge: 

(a) Are you at least twenty-five years of age? YES 

(b) Are you licensed to practice law in Missouri? YES 

( c) Are you a citizen of the United States? YES 

( d) Are you a resident of Jackson County? YES 

5. State whether you are able, with or without a reasonable accommodation, to 
perform the essential functions of a Circuit Judge, including the ability to preside 
over trials, conduct legal research and analysis, attend court anywhere in the State 
of Missouri, communicate clearly and effectively both orally and in writing, and 
expeditiously decide issues coming before the court. 

Absolutely. 

6. State the year of your admission to the Missouri Bar and whether your license is 
and always has been in good standing. If not, please explain. 

I was admitted to the Missouri Bar April 20, 2005. My license is currently and has 
always been in good standing. 



7. List any other states, courts, or agencies in \Yhich you have been licensed as an 
attorney, a11d state \Vhether your license is and al\\1ays l1as been in good standing. 

Not applicable 

8. Provide tlte follo\Ying information for all colleges or universities, other than la\\' 
schools, you have attended: 

(a) Name and location of institution 

University of Missouri - Colun1bia (Mizzou) 
Colu1nbia, Misso11ri 6521 l 

(b) Dates attended and degrees received 

August 1996 - May 200 I 
Bachelor of Science in l~inance with an ernphasis in Banking 

(c) Significant activities, achievements, ho11ors, and a\vards 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 
Clue Into Mizzou Mentor 
Minority Busi11ess School An1bassador 
INROADS, Inc. 
Intra1nural 3-on-3 Basketball Champion 
lntra111ural Flag Football Cha1npion (Do1111s) 

9. Provide the follo\\'ing information for all la\V schools you have attenclcd: 

(a) Na1nc an<l location of la\\' school 

'fhurgood Marshall School of Law- Texas Soutl1ern University 
3100 Cleburne Street 
I-Iousto11, ·rexas 77004 

(b) Dates attencled and degrees received 

August 2001 - May 2004 
Juris f)octorate 

(c) Significant activities, acl1ievcments, honors, an<l a\vards 

Dean's l,ist for 2002 and 2003 
Moot Court Sc1nifinalist 
Mock Trial Co1npetitor 
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10. State lvhether you have ever been suspended or expelled as a student from any 
school or educational institution. If so, please explain. 

Not Applicable 

11. List, i11 chronological or<ler, all non-legal and legal employ1ncnt you have held post­
high school. Include the name an<l location of each cn1ployer, job title, dates of 
employment, and reason for termination of employment. 

Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas Citv 
I Me1norial Drive 
Kansas City. Missouri 64108 

intern Anc1lysl 

J unc 1996 - August 2000 

Reason for 'l'enninatio11 of En1ployn1ent: Made decision to go to law school. 

Dillard's 
8800 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City. f\1issouri 64114 

,')ales .4ssociale 

May 2001 - August 2001 

Reason for Tern1ination ofE111ployn1cnt: f\1oved to Houston. Texas to attend law school. 

Mesten1aker & Stra11b. P.L.L.C. 
3100 'fi111111ons I~anc. Suite 445 
I-Io11ston, 'fexas 77027 

LeKal intern 

Marcl1 2003 - August 2003 

Reason for Ter1nination of En1ployn1cnt: Obtained research assistant position with the 
Dean of the l'hurgood Marshall School of L,aw. 
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Dean John C. Brittain 
3100 Cleburne Street 
I·Iousto11. Texas 77004 

Researc/1 Assis/ant 

August 2003 - April 2004 

Reason for crcrn1ination of E1nployn1ent: Graduated fro1n law school and tnoved back to 
J(a11sas City, Missouri. 

Shook. Hardy & Bacon. LLP 
2555 Grand Boulevard 
J(ansas City, Missouri 64 l 08 

('ontracl Atlorne_l' 

J11ne 2005 - Septen1bcr 2006 

Reason for 'fer1ni11ation of E1nploymcnt: Obtai11ed Staff Attorney position at the Jackson 
County Public Administrator's Office 

Jackson County Public Ad1ninistrator's Office 
415 E. 121

h Street, 4111 f-<'loor 
Kansas City, Missottri 64106 

Septen1ber 2006 -June 2009 

Reason for l'e11nination of E1nployment: Obtained Associate Attorney position at tl1e 
I-Iard\vick I~av..' f'i11n, LLC 

llard\vick Law Firn1. l~l,C 
1125 Grand Boulevard, Suite 1200 
Kansas City, l\1issouri 646106 

S'enior /lssociate AliorneJ' 

June 2009 ··October 2014 

Reason for 'fer1nination of En1ploy1nent: Appointed to Deputy Probate Con1111issioner for 
Jackson Cou11ty. Missouri. 
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Jackson c~ounty Circuit C~ourt - Probate Division 
415 E. 12th Street, 9111 Floor 
J(ansas City, Missouri 64106 

DeJJUfy C'o1111nissioner 

October 2014 - Present 

Reason for Tc11nination ofE1nployn1ent: Not Applicable 

12. Descril>e the nature and extent of your experience as a practicing attorney in tl1c 
trial and a1>pellate courts, and cxplai11 how such cxpc1;c11ce demonstrates the 
quality of your legal "''ork. 

While in private practice, I had the \NOndcrful privilege of being appointed to serve as 
guardian ad liten1, conservator ad litc111, and ad1ninistrator ad !item in n1ultiple probate 
estates. Serving in these capacities for the Probate Court was a very ins1)iring and 
rewarding experience. 

As a court appointed guardian ad liten1 i11 a contested n1inor guardiansl1ips, I was able to 
V·.'Ork with fa1nilies to achieve agreeable results. When the parties were not able to agree, 
pl1sl1ing towards and acco111plishing a goal that was in the best interests of tl1e 1ninor 
through the Court S)'Sten11nade serving as a guardian ad litc1n a joy instead of a job. 

As a court appointed co11servator ad litcn1, assisting 'fiduciaries and their cou11sel in 
cleru1ing up estates (when possible) to get tl1en1 back on tl1e rigl1t track has also been very 
satisfying. Occasionally fiduciaries 111ake n1istakes, and assisting these san1e fidl1ciaries 
in corrccti11g their inistakcs, !eaves tl1en1 with a renewed sense of purpose and focus 
n1aking 111y efforts reel that 1nuch 1nore worthwhile. 

As a court appointed ad1ninistrator ad lite111. I oflen worked closely \vith other attorneys_, 
building professional relationships with then1 and 1naking reasonable efforts to reach 
con1n1on goals for their clients. 

I sec servi11g as Probate Judge as a position of providing service to attorneys, their clients 
and to the 1)ublic in ma11y \vays. I believe n1y work as a guardian ad liten1, conservator ad 
liten1 and ad1ninistrator ad liten1 has greatly prepared n1c to continue to provide these 
services and assistance. 

In private practice. I also served as a Court appointed attorney in the Pantily Court. 
Juvenile Division. ·rhis \York bad a significant impact on tny legal career as it kept 111e 
groltnded and not tl1ink to highly of niyself in n1y position as an attorney. Typically in 
these appointn1cnts, l would be the only attorney the niinors and fan1ilies would ever 
have contact \Vith. That fact 1nade n1e work harder 011 their case to ensure their 
experience with our legal system \Vas a positive one. 
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13. Provide a representative list of at least ten cases in which you serve<I as the primary 
attor11ey at trial or an adn1inistrative hearing. The list should include the style of 
each case, court or administrative agency, identification of your client, and the 
nature and date of disposition. 

In Re Estate of Willia111 I-I. K vies 
Case Nu1nbcr 11P9-PRO1031 
Jackson County Circuit Court - Probate Division 
Clie11t - Shirley George 
l'iduciary Discharged and J~statc closed on January 2, 2014. 

Cheryl Shepherd v. Sopl1ie Perkins. et al 
Case Number 12P9-PROI045-0I 
Jackson Cottnty Circuit Cotnt- Probate Di\'ision 
Clie11t - Zoey Belcher, Minor 
Jtidgment entered awarding custody to fan1ily n1cn1ber June 20. 2013. 

Sharon Jacobs v. April D. Gra11ger, et al 
Case Nun1ber 121J9-PR01044-01 
Jackson Cottnty Circuit Courl - Probate Divisio11 
Client Ty'Oka Burris, Minor 
Judg111ent entered a\varding custody to n1aternal grandn1other October 30, 2014. 

In the Interest of Davton A. Bolek 
Case Number 1116-JU000465 
Jackson County Circuit Court - Fa1nily Cou1i Division 
Client: JessicB A. Bolek, natural 111other 
Judgn1ent entered releasing minor fron1 jurisdiction of Children's Division and into the 
custody of the 11atural n1other January 28. 2013. 

In Re the I:statc of Katelyn Donaldson 
Case Nun1ber 14P9-PH .. 00253 
Jackson County Circuit Cou11- Probate Division 
Clie11t: Katelyn l)onaldso11 
.Judginent entered findi11g respondent totally i11capacitated and totally disabled and 
appointing co-guardians a11d co-conservators .. 

In Re tl1e Estate of Candace Jordan 
Case Nun1ber 14P9-PR00284 
Jackson County Circuit Court - Probate Division 
Client: Candace Jordan 
Judgment entered disn1issing petition for guardianship and conservatorship. 
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Jlarade Park I-Ion1es. Inc. v. Marv Flucas 
Case Number 1116-CV00762 
Jackson County Circuit Court 
Client: Parade Park I-Io111es, I11c. 
Judg1ncnt entered for rent and possession. 

In Re the Estate of Mary 1'igner 
Case Number 14P9-PR00091 
Jackson County Circuit Court - Probate l)ivision 
Client: Mary 'l'igncr 
Judg111ent entered finding respondent totally incapacitated and totally disabled and 
appointing guardian and conservator. 

1'cen1011 I Iarwick v. Edna Perry 
Case Number 1116-CV22582 
Jackson County Circuit Co11rt 
Client: "fee111011 l-Iardwick 
Judgn1ent entered for plainti1T. 

In Re the l~state of I-Iulda Peterson 
Case Number 13P8-PR00290 
Jackson County Circuit Co11rt- Probate Division 
Client: Louis Peterson 
Judgen1e11t entered appoi11ting en1ergcncy guardian ad litem and conservator ad liten1. 

14. If you have appellate experience, provide a representative list of cases in which you 
served as the primary attorney on appeal. The list should include the style of each 
case, appellate court or adtninistrative agency, identification of your client, and the 
nature and date of dis1losition. 

Not applicable 

15. If you arc serving or have served in a judicial capacity, describe the nature and 
extent of your juclicial responsibilities, the types of dockets handled, and any special 
expertise dcvclopecl. 

I currently have the privilege of serving as lhe f)eputy Con1111issioncr for the Probate 
Cou1t o[ Jackson County. Judge Kathleen Forsyth 1nade this appointn1ent in October 
2014. As Deput)' Con1n1issio11er. I an1 rcs1)onsible for handling the n1ental health 
dockets, guardianship and conservatorship dockets. and our miscellaneous probate 
docket. This responsibility is shared \Vith the J11dge and the Con1111issioner of the Probate 
Court. 

Our n1e11tal health dockets consist of i11voluntary civil con1n1itn1ents in which I preside 
over a full cvidentiary trial in which a decision needs to be n1ade, fron1 the be11ch. as to 
whether a respondent has a 111ental illness at1d as result of that n1ental ill11css. they prese11t 
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a da11gcr to thcn1sclves or others. 'fhese hearings ca11 ra11ge fro111 fifteen minute bench 
trials to 1nu!ti day jury trials (if a jury trial is requested, the n1atter is heard before the 
Probate J11dge). 011 average thc:y last about 45 111inutcs and the \'ast 1najo1ity ofthen1 are 
bencl1 trials. 

'rbc guardianship a11d conservatorship dockets are hearings that seek the appointn1ent of a 
fiduciary for a person that is alleged to be incapacitated and/or disabled. We have 
guardianship a11d conservatorship hearings ti.Jr both adults and 1ninors. 1'he 1najority of 
the heari11gs 011 tl1e guardianship and conservatorship docket are unco11testcd (even 
though tl1ey rcn1ain adversarial proceedi11gs), b11t vvhe11 they arc contested, the trial will 
typically last a full y.,1eek. 

Presiding over the n1iscellancous probate docket gives me the opportunity to 11andle a 
wide variety of probate actions. 1'he guardianship and decedent estates in the Probate 
Co11rt are subject to a plethora of legal actions tl1at i1eed atte11tion, direction, g11idance m1d 
supervisio11 of the Deputy Probate Con11nissio11er. Tl1ese actions range fron1 seeking 
Cotnt approval to sell real })fOperty in an estate, to suing individuals based on allegations 
of breach of fiduciary duty, to restoring individual's rigl1ts that were in tl1e past, 
adjudicated to be totally incapacitated and totally disabled (1ny favorite). The bulk of the 
work for the Deputy Con1111issio11er con1es fron1 the ongoing supervision of all the active 
estates in Jackson County which totals over 6,300. 

16. If you are serving or have served in a judicial capacit)1
, provide a representative list 

of at least ten cases over 'vl1icl1 }'OU have presided to completion. The list should 
include the style of each case and the nature and date of disposition. 

Alfi·ed L. l)1n·bin. et al, v. Dan C. Sturdeva111 
l JP8-PR00055 
1-lcirs of an estate sued the Personal Representative alleging that the final settle111e11t and 
proposed order of distributio11 were not correct. 
Judgn1e11t entered March 23, 2015 overruling and denying all objections of the heirs. 

Joseph 'f'. Spinello\'. fan JoeL et al 
14P8-PR00485 
1-Ieir so11ght Court approval to adn1i1 a lost will of the decedent. Other l1eirs challenged 
the adn1ission oftl1e lost will. 
Judgment entered June 11, 2015 denying the 1)etition to ad1nit the lost will. 

Aaron A. Ward v. Elois Walker 
14P8-PR00867 
Petitioner req11ested ter1nination of ai1otl1er ramily 111en1ber's durable power of attorney 
and to becon1e the guardian and conservator for his brother. Co111peting petition for 
guardianship and conservatorship filed by another fan1ily i11en1bcr . 
.Judg1ne11t entered June 2, 2015 granting one petition and denying lhe other based 011 a 
linding of which fa1nily 111en1ber would be 111ore appropriate, as defined by law. 
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Research Medical Center v. Jacl(son Cotinty Public Adn1inistrator 
13P8-PR00378 
Clain1 was filed in a decedent estate. and the personal representative n1oved to dismiss 
the claim. 
Judgn1ent entered April 19, 2016 ruling that the ii ling of the claim was the unauthorized 
practice of law. 

In the Matter of Jonah Johnson 
16MHK189420-16 
Petition for Additional Detention and 'freat111cnL ·rhc petition alleged that the respo11de11t 
was 1ncntally ill and presented a likelihood of serious harn1 to self or others. 
Judg1nent entered July 13, 2015 grating }Jetition. 

In the Matter of Calvin l-Iarris 
12P8-MI-!00094-09 
Petition for Additional Dete11tion and l'reatn1ent. 'f'he petition alleged that the respondent 
was 1nentally i!l and presented a likelihood of serious har1n to self or others. 
Judgn1ent e11tered July 29, 2015 granting petition. 

In the Matter of Diane Nepon1uce110 
l 5P8-Ml-100640-02 
J)ctition for Additio11a! Detention and 'rrcatment. The petitio11 alleged that the respondent 
was n1cntally ill and prese11ted a likelihood of serious harn1 to self or otl1ers. 
Judg111ent entered Noven1bcr 18, 2015 denying the petition and ordering the release of the 
respondent. 

l__..ori M. l-Iooper. et al v. l)hi!lip K. IIooper. et al 
11 P9-PR00600 
Co11tested Petition for cfer111ination of Guardianship for a Minor. 
Jt1dgn1ent entered August 31, 2015 finding that the natural parents \.vere now fit, able and 
willi11g to serve as tl1e natural guardians for the 111inor. 

Justin D. Cook-l~ockhart v. Latoya J). Willian1s. et al 
l5P8-PROO 197 
l)etition for Appointn1cnt of Guardian for a Mi11or 
Judgn1cnt entered March 19, 2015 granting petition. 

Mitchell A. Brav. Jr.\'. Jackson County Public Ad1ninistrator 
16PRK188975 
Petition for Restoration 
Judgn1ent entered restoring a!! rights of the \.vard and tern1i11ating the guardianship and 
conservatorship. 

17. If you clo not l1avc significant experience in litigation or in a judicial ca1>acity, 
describe a11y otl1er legal cx11eriencc or acco1nplishn1e11ts in the legal profession that 
n1ay qualify you to serve in the office of Circuit Judge. 
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In addition to n1y experience described above in litigation and in a judicial capacity, I 
would like to lake lhe opportttnity to provide additional legal experience I have obtai11ed 
that \Vould support n1y qualifications i11 the ofiice of Probate Judge. 

Serving as the Probale Jttdge for Jackson County requires a sig11ificant ai11ou11t of 
attention to detail. especially \Vhcn it co1nes to the supervision of estates. At the 
1-Iardv..·ick Law i::ir1n, so111c of i11y responsibilities included draili11g prin1ary financing 
docu1nents consisting of of1icial state111e11ts, 1)urchase contracts, escrow agreen1ents, and 
continuing disclosttre doctunents for corporate entities and 111unicipalities. 1'he attention 
to detail required in drafting these docu111ents is i1n1nense, m1d tl1is skillset has served n1e 
well as Deputy Co1nn1issioner and \Vill conti11ue to serve me if selected to the position of 
Probate Judge. 

18. I.Jist all bar associatio11s and la\v-related organizations of \Vhicl1 you are or have 
been a men1her, witl1 any offices held and dates of mc1nbcrship. 

l(ansas City Metropolita11 Bar Association 
• Probate ai1d Estate llJan11ing Co1nn1ittee (2011-2014) 

o Served as treasurer. vice-chair ai1d chair (each \Vere 011e year appointn1ents 
and I currently serve as the chair whicl1 will end this calendar year) 

o As treasurer, I was responsible for orga11izi11g the "Views fro1n the Bench'" 
CLE and assisting vvith other con11nittcc n1ectings/CLEs 

o As vice-chair I was responsible for 1noderating several CI~Es, organizing 
the "Reverse Mortgages and Cun·ent Trends'· CLE, and assisting with 
other con1mittee n1cctings/Cl,l~s 

o As chair, I was responsible for creating the 1neeti11g/CLE scl1edule for the 
year, organizing the n1ectings/CLEs for the year and 1nodcrating all CLEs 

• Diversity Education Co1nn1ittcc (2010-2011) 
o Served as vice preside11t for one year 
o As vice president, I \Vas responsible for crcati11g, organ1z1ng, and 

preparing CLEs for the 1-::dttcation Co1nn1ittee 
o Served 011 the executive hoard for one year 
o As a n1en1ber of the executive board, I was responsible for assisting with 

the organization of the Heartland Diversity Legal Job Fair and creating 
future goals and direction for the nevvly created section 

• Fan1i!yandtheLawSection(2014) 
o Probate and Estate Planning Mc111bcr-at-Large 

• Robert 'f. I-Zoss Trial Acadcn1y (2012-2013) 
o Attended vigorous one-year course for enhancing trial skills 
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• Leadership Academy (2007-2009) 
o 2007-2008 Academy Graduate 
o Served 011 the Steering Con1111ittce for 2008-2009 
o As a 111e1nber of the Steering Co1n1nittce, I \Vas responsible for organizing 

the acade1ny and securing speakers/locations 

Jackson County Bar Association (2006 -2008) 
• Treasurer 

o As treasurer, I was responsible for creating tl1e annlral budget 
• Directory Con11nittee 

o As a n1cn1ber of the Directory Con1n1ittee, I was responsible for reaching 
out to all n1en1bers and creating an updated directory of all attorneys in 
JCBA 

• MLI( Con1petition Chair 
o As Cl1air, I \vas responsible for all phases of putti11g together a written a11d 

oral con1petition for high school seniors as a way to obtain scholarships 
for college; I served in this position for two years 

• An11ual Banquet Comn1ittec 
o As a n1cn1bcr of the A11nual Ba11quet Con11nittee, I assisted in the planning 

a11d organization of the JCBA Annual Banquet; I served in this positio11 
for two years 

19. List any published articles or l1ool{S )'OU have autl1orccl and any significant 
progra1ns or events for 'vhich )'OU served as a primary speaker. 

AlJTllOR 

Con1peting Petitions - Mi11or Guardianships (2011) 
• Missouri Bar/Missouri Judicial Conference Aru1ual Meeti11g 

Case I~av.r Update - Probate and l~statc Planning (2013) 
• KCMI3A l'a1nily Law Section Cf,[: 

SPEAKER 

J{cprcsenti11g Clients/Client l''atnilies i11 Crisis (2011) 
• Missouri Bar/Missouri Judicial Conference Annual Nleeting 

1'hc Probate Process, \Vills, crrusts and More (2011) 
• l(ansas City Radio Station 1590 KPRT AM 

Estate Planning 101 - Getting Your I-louse in Order (2011) 
• Con1111unity Event for Senior Citizens at a local church 

Co111n1unity 1"~cono1nic En1powern1ent Fair (2012) 
• Co1111nunity l~vent during a local convention 
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l-3asics of Estate Jllanning (2012) 
• C'on1111u11ity Event for recent retirees at a local church 

Seniors Making a Difference (2013) 
• Co1111nu11ity Event for Senior Citize11s at a local co111111unity center 

Personal Financial Ed11cation and En1powcrn1ent Ministry (2012 - 2013) 
• Recur1ing class at a local churcl1 

Case Law Update - Probate and Estate Planning (2013) 
• 'fhird Annual Fatnily and Law Section CLE 

I-lo\V to Prepare for Your Death (2013) 
• l(ansas City Cl1aru1el Fox 4 News 

Probate Practice (2015) 
• Presentation to Attorneys belo11ging to the Eastern Jackson County 

Bar Association 

'I.bird Party Custody vs. Guardianship: Which is Right for Yo11? 
• l)anel discussion on the dit1'erence between filing a g11ardiansl1ip 

and a third party c1tstody actio11 for a n1inor 

Jackson ('aunty l)robatc Policies a11d Procedures (2015) 
• Presentation to 1\ttorneys in the Kansas City 1netro area 

Stepping Up and Stepping Out (2014, 2015) 
• Presentatio11 to new attorneys on tl1e basics of probate and estate 

planni11g 

('losing tl1e Estate (2016) 
• Presentation to probate Attorneys re: probate ad111i11istratio11 

Probate J,aw: Legislative and Case Law Update (2015, 2016) 
• Prese11tation to Kansas City area Attorneys re: new case law and 

legislative changes to the i1robate code 

I)robate Practice and Update (2016) 
• Presentation to Attorney belonging to the Jackson Count)' Bar 

Association 
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MODERATOR 

1-<:state Plan11ing Opportu11ities with the New Missouri Decanti11g Statute 
and the New Missouri Qualified Spousal Trust Statute (2012) 

• KCMBA Probate and Estate Planning CLE 

Probate a11d Estate Planni11g E-Fili11g l'ips and Case Law/Legislative 
Update (2013) 

• KCMBA Probate and Estate Planni11g CLE 

Adult and Minor Guardianships a11d the Power of Attorney (2013) 
• KCMBA }Jrobate and Estate Planning CLE 

Ethical Violations Captured 011 Filn1 (2013) 
• KCMBA Probate and Estate Pla11ning Co1n111ittee Meeting 

Views From the Bench (2011) 
• KCMBA Probate and Estate Planning Cl,E 

Practical flerspecli\'Cs: Persuading the Judiciary (2010) 
• Diversity Section CLE 

Trust Drafting- Incorporating the Essentials and More (2013) 
• KCMBA l)robate and Estate Planni11g CLJ~ 

Reverse Mo11gages and Current 'frcnds (2013) 
• KCM13A Probate and Estate !)Janning CLE 

20. Do you no"'' or ha,,e you ever hcl<l any elective or appointive 1>ublic office or 
position? If so, please cx1>lain. 

As the current Dc1Juty Co111missioncr for the Probate J)ivision of Jackso11 County, I was 
appointed in October 2014 by tl1e current .ft1dge of the l)robate Division, Kathlee11 A. 
Forsyth. 

21. J>rovidc tl1e branches an(l dates of any ntilitary service or otl1er public service not 
other\\'isc covered in this ap1>lication. If discharged fro1n the military, state 'vhether 
the discl1arge \\'as other than honorable. 

Not Applicable 
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22. l)cscribc your community and volunteer service activities, including any 
organizations (outside the legal profession) with \Vhich you are affiliated and any 
offices l1eld. 

Ne\v Generation Christian Center 
• Serve as f)eacon 
• 'J'cach Sunday School for ages 6 - 13 
• Drive Cl1urch van to pick up 1nen1bers that do not have or can11ot a1TOrd 

transportation lo attend Church services 
• Clea11 the Church \veekly 

Seniors Making a Differe11cc 
• Provide regular seminars to senior citizens in the Kansas City nletropolitan area 

on topics rangi11g fron1 estate planning, elder law and probate 

Personal Financial l~ducation Sen1inar 
• Present basic estate planning infon11ation to nlembers of the SL Jan1es United 

Methodist Cl1urcl1 as part of recurring se111inar 

Crisis Intervention Tean1 (CIT) Me11tal I-Iealth 'fraining 
• Instruct law cnforccn1ent officers fron1 various police depa1in1ents i11 the State of 

Missouri on n1ental l1ealth law and involuntary ci\1il comn1it1nents 

Civic Education Co1nn1ittcc 
• Presentations to 1niddle school students re: constitutional rights on school can1pus 

grou11ds 

23. List any significa11t honors or a\vards you have received that otherwise have not 
been covere(f in this applicatio11. 

No additional honors or awards not previously covered. 

24. Arc )'OU delinquent iii the payment of any federal, state, county or city taxes? If so, 
please explain. 

No 

25. Have you ever been convicted of a misde1nca11or or felo11y or received a suspended 
imposition of sentence in any federal, state, or military court? If so, please explain 
a11d provide the style of the case (including case nu1nbcr), tl1e court, the ((ate of the 
conviction, and the sentence or fine imposecl. 

No 
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26. 1-Iave you ever been he)d i11 contempt of court? If so, please explain. 

No 

27. lla'\'C you ever been sued by a client or been a party to any litigation, other titan as a 
guardian acl litern, plaintiff all litem, or defendant ad litcm? If so, please explain 
and provide the style of each case, the court, your role as plaintiff or defendant, and 
the nature and date of disposition. 

Yes, I have been a party to litigation other than as guardian ad liten1, plainti11' ad litcn1 or 
defendant ad litc111. 
Case Number 0916-FC06668 
Petition for a Minor Nan1c Cha11ge 
Re: My wife and I jointly filed a petition to l1ave our son's last name changed. An order 
was entered on August 27, 2009 granting the joint petition. 

28. Have you ever been disciplined or cited for breach of ethics or professional conduct 
by a court or by any bar association or con1mittee thereof! If so, please explain. 

No 

29. If you are or \Vere a 1nembcr of the jucliciary of the State of Missouri, please state: 

(a) Whether an order ofrepri1nand, re111oval. retiren1e11t, suspension or other disciplinary 
action has e\'Cr been entered agait1st you by the Supre1ne Court of Missouri for breael1 
of the Code of Judicial Conduct or the Canons of Judicial Conduct? If so. explain the 
details of such breach and the date, 11atllre. and duration of the discipline imposed. 

No 

(b) Whether a rcpriinand or admonisl11nent has ever been entered against you by the 
Co1nn1ission on Rctirctnent. Ren1oval and Discipline for any of the causes specified 
in Rule l 2.07 of the Suprcn1e Court Rules Governing the Judiciary. If so, explai11 the 
details of such ca11se a11d the date and nature of the discipline in1posed. 

No 

(c) Whether. to your knowledge. you are the subject of a complai11t that is currently 
under investigation by the Com1nission 011 Rctiren1ent Ren1oval and Discipline. If 
so. explain that nature of such con1plaint and the status oftl1e iI1vestigation. 

No 
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31. t>rovide an~y aclditional information that you consider relevant to your qualifications 
for tl1e office of Circuit .Judge. 

I was born with a passio11 for people. It is son1ething that is just ingrained i11 n1e. The 
niost i1npo1iant qualification of a Probate Judge is being a public servant. Son1eone 011ce 
told 1ne that probate work isn't just about n1anaging estates for individuals. It's about 
working with fan1ilics and individuals that are in crisis. In the vast n1ajority of our 
estates, we are dealing with a fa1nily or an individual that just lost a loved one or tl1at is 
dealing witl1 so1neone with di111inished capacity and/or health issues. The repercussio11s 
that occur after either one of these events is \vhat leads to probate. 

My passion for peo1)le provides n1e with tl1e tools necessary to be able to relate to the 
litigants tl1at appear before n1e. My goal as Deputy Commissioner has al\.\'ays been to do 
111y absolute best in 1naking sure all litigants have the opportunity to be heard, so that 
wl1en they walk away fro111 ITI)' Cou11, wi11 or lose, they leave with the i1npression that our 
Court systen1 does i11deed work and that it is fair in its treatn1en1 to everyone. 

32. I ... ist the names ancl contact inforn1ation (title, mailing address, telephone, ancl email 
address) of the five persons \Vhom you l1avc requcstecl to provide letters of reference 
regarding your character and judicial qualificatio11s. Do not list as a reference any 
judge who curre11tly sits in the Sixteenth .Judicial Circuit. 

Erin A11derson, Esquire 
Counts Law l:iirm, LI,(' 
4435 Main Street, Suite 920 
Kansas City. Misso11ri 64111 
816.753.0900 
eru1derson@countslawkc.com 

Sergeant John 13ryant 
Kansas City, Missouri Police Departn1ent 
1125 Locust Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106 
816.210.7584 
john.bryant@kcpd.org 

l--Icrbert E. 1--Iardwiek, Esql1irc 
l-Iardwick Lav.' Fim1, LLC 
2405 Grand Boulevard, Suite 800 
Kansas City, Missouri 64108 
816.221.9445 
hhardwick@hardwicklaw.co111 
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Ronald Miller 
Seniors Making a DiftCrcncc 
5503 Forest Ave11ue 
J(ansas City, Missouri 64110 
816.363.2334 
rkmiller l 08@grnail.com 

Jerri Zhang, Esquire 
Jackson County Counselor's 01lice 
415 E. 121

h Street Suite 200 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106 
816.881.3656 
jerrijzhang@gn1ail.con1 


