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CIRCUIT COURT OF ___ COUNTY, MISSOURI

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF

)

__ and




)

__





)

)

__,





)

SSN:  __




)

Individually and as next friend for

)

)

___, a minor,




)

)

and 





)

)

___, a minor,




)

SSN: __




)

)

Petitioners,
)

)

vs.





)

)

___,





)

SSN: __




)

)

Respondent.
)
Case No: ___

PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE, 

DECLARATION OF PATERNITY, CUSTODY, AND SUPPORT

COUNT I
Come now the Petitioners, ___, by and through their attorneys, __, and for Count I of this cause of action states:

1. Petitioner has been a resident of the State of Missouri for at least 90 days immediately preceding the filing of this petition, and is now residing at ___, ___, in the County of ___, State of Missouri.

2. Respondent has been a resident of the State of Missouri for at least 90 days immediately preceding the filing of this petition, and is now residing at ___, ___, in the County of ___, State of Missouri.

OR
The parties have each consented in writing to venue in ___ County, Missouri.

3. The parties have lived in the State of Missouri as husband and wife.

4. Petitioner is currently employed at ___, ___.

5. Petitioner's social security number is as set forth in the caption above.

6. Respondent is currently employed at __,___.

7. Respondent's social security number is as set forth in the caption above.

8. Petitioner and Respondent were married on ___, with said marriage registered in the County of ___, State of ___.

9. Petitioner and Respondent separated on or about ___.

10. There was/were ____ child____ born of the parties or adopted by the parties during the marriage.  The minor child___ have been living in the custody of  ___ at ______ for sixty (60) days immediately preceding the filing of this petition, have been residents of the State of Missouri for at least six (6) months prior to the filing of this action.  The names, dates of birth, and social security numbers of the minor child(ren) ______ are as follows:  

Name



Date of Birth



Social Security Number

11. The parties have ___ emancipated child__.  The names, dates of birth, and social security numbers of the emancipated child___ are as follows: 

Name



Date of Birth



Social Security Number

12. The female spouse is not pregnant.

13. The parties have not participated in any capacity in any other litigation concerning the custody of the unemancipated child___ of the marriage in this or any other state except: ___.

14. Petitioner has no information concerning any custody proceeding regarding the unemancipated child___ pending in any court of this or any other state; that Petitioner knows of no other person not a party to this cause of action who has actual physical custody of said child___, or claims to have custody or visitation rights with respect to said child___.

15. (If applicable)    Respondent has been abusive and neglectful of the minor child___ and a Guardian ad Litem needs to be appointed.

16. There is no reasonable likelihood that the marriage can be preserved and, therefore, the marriage is irretrievably broken.

17. Neither of these parties are now members of the Armed Forces of the United States on active duty.

OR
18. ___ is a member of the Armed Forces of the United States on active duty.

19. Petitioner and Respondent are each able-bodied and able to earn sufficient sums of money and are possessed of property and neither are entitled to maintenance.

OR
20.
Petitioner lacks sufficient property, including marital property that may be apportioned to ___, to provide for ___ reasonable needs and is unable to support ___ through appropriate employment, the needs of Petitioner and minor child___ and the conduct of the parties during the marriage make it appropriate that maintenance be awarded to Petitioner.

20. It is in the best interests of the unemancipated child___ that the parents be awarded joint legal and joint physical custody pursuant to parenting plan filed with the Court. 
OR
It is in the best interests of the unemancipated child___ that the parents be awarded joint legal custody and sole physical custody awarded to ___ pursuant to parenting plan filed with the Court.

OR
It is in the best interests of the unemancipated child___ that Petitioner be awarded sole legal and sole physical custody pursuant to parenting plan filed with the Court.

21. The parties hereto have accumulated property and incurred debts since the date of the marriage and that said property and debts should be divided by this Court.

OR
The parties have accumulated property and incurred debts since the date of the marriage and they have entered into a Property Settlement and Separation Agreement which will be submitted to the Court for consideration.

22. (If applicable) One or both parties have separate, non-marital property that should be set aside to each.

23. (If applicable) Petitioner has requested that her name be changed to ___.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that the marriage of Petitioner and Respondent be dissolved; ____; 

(plus any of the following provisions appropriate for the case:)

custody of their child(ren) be awarded ____; 

appropriate orders of child support be entered; 

the Court appoint a Guardian ad Litem for the minor child(ren); 

Respondent be ordered to pay maintenance to Petitioner; 

Respondent be ordered to pay attorney fees and suit monies; 

the Court set aside to each party his/her separate, non-marital property;

the Court divide the marital property and marital debts; and the Court make such other orders as may be just and proper under the circumstances.

COUNT II
Comes now Petitioner and for Count II of this action seeks declaration of paternity and states as follows:

24. The applicable allegations in Count I are re-alleged herein.

25. This action is being brought under the Uniform Parentage Act and this Court has jurisdiction in this cause pursuant to Section 210.829 RSMo. (1994).

26.  ____ is a minor child born to ___, on ____, SSN: _____ and resides with ___ at ___, in ___ County, Missouri.   (repeat for each such child)

27. Petitioner has consented to serve and is bringing this action as next friend of the minor child___.

OR
Petitioner has brought this action against Respondent and the minor child and a Guardian ad Litem needs to be appointed for the minor child___.

28. Petitioner and Respondent had sexual intercourse with each other during the probable period of conception during which the minor child___ was/were conceived.

29. Petitioner is without adequate funds to adequately care for and maintain the said minor child___.

30. The minor child___ is/are without adequate funds for the child ___'s support.

31. Respondent is capable of being employed and providing for the support of the minor child___ and providing for health care.

32. Since birth the minor child___ has/have resided with Petitioner and Petitioner has supported the minor child___.

33. Since  birth the minor child____ has/have resided with Respondent and Respondent has supported the minor child___.

34. Petitioner has not participated in any capacity in any other litigation concerning the custody of the minor child___ in this or any other state except: ___.

35. Petitioner has no information concerning any custody proceeding regarding said minor child___ pending in any court of this or any other state; that Petitioner knows of no other person not a party to this cause of action who has actual physical custody of said child___, or claims to have custody or visitation rights with respect to said child___.

36. The minor child___  is/are in need of medical, dental, orthodontic, prescription, and optical insurance coverage, including those amounts not covered by such insurance and Respondent is capable of providing such coverage.

37. The Birth Certificate of the minor child should be changed to reflect the ___ as the biological father of the minor child___.

38.  (If applicable)  Blood testing has been completed or should be ordered in this matter and Respondent is able to pay said costs thereof.

39. Petitioner and Respondent should be awarded joint legal and joint physical custody of the minor child___ per parenting plan filed with the Court.

OR
Petitioner should be awarded sole legal custody and the parents should be awarded joint physical custody of the minor child___ per parenting plan filed with the Court.

OR
Petitioner should be awarded sole legal and sole physical of the minor child___ per parenting plan filed with the Court.

WHEREFORE, on Count II, Petitioners pray for an order of this Court declaring ___ to be in fact the biological father of ____, born to ____ on ____; establish monthly child support for the minor child___; order Respondent to provide medical, dental, orthodontic, prescription, and optical coverage for the minor child___ and pay amounts not covered by insurance; order that the Birth Certificate of the minor child___ be changed to reflect the Respondent as the father of said minor child___; award care, custody and control, both legal and physical, of the minor child___; 

(if applicable) order  Respondent to pay for the cost of blood testing; 
(if applicable) award Petitioner reasonable attorney fees and for the costs of this action; and for such other and for such further relief as the Court deems necessary and just.

___________________________________

Attorney Name and Bar Number

ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER

Attorney Address

Attorney Telephone Number

Attorney email address

STATE OF MISSOURI
)

)  ss.

COUNTY OF ___

)

___, of lawful age, being duly sworn on ___ oath, states that ___ is the Petitioner named above; and that the facts stated therein are true according to the best knowledge and belief of Petitioner.  

___________________________________

 Petitioner name

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ______ day of ___________________, 200__. 

___________________________________

___, Notary Public

State of Missouri

County of ___

My term expires: ___

1

