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The State of Missouri (State) appeals the trial court’s grant of Respondent Joe Johnson’s
(Johnson) motion to suppress evidence. The State argues that police officers discovered
evidence in plain view while conducting a lawful investigatory stop of Johnson. As such,
the State argues the trial court committed clear error by granting Johnson’s motion to
suppress evidence.

REVERSED.

Division Five Holds: The record establishes that the police officers’ initial encounter with
Johnson was consensual. Upon Johnson’s statement, “I think I've got some traffic
warrants,” the consensual encounter lawfully transformed into an investigatory detention
under Terry v. Ohio when the officers handcuffed Johnson. After discovering Johnson did
not have traffic warrants, officers immediately began removing the handcuffs, which
revealed a bag of heroin in plain view protruding from beneath Johnson’s wristwatch.
Because the officers were in a lawful position from which to plainly view the evidence, the
trial court clearly erred in granting Johnson’s motion to suppress evidence.
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