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Defendants/Respondents.

In this dispute involving unpaid personal property taxes for tax years 2009 through 2011,
Crown Diversified Holdings, LLC (Taxpayer) seeks a declaration that the State Tax Commission
(STC) is required to apportion personal property taxes levied on its commercial aircraft,
injunctive relief prohibiting the St. Louis County Assessor, Jake Zimmerman (County Assessor),
from assessing personal property taxes in excess of the apportioned value of the aircraft, and a
writ of mandamus compelling the STC to apportion the value of the aircraft. On the parties’
cross-motions for summary judgment, the circuit court denied Taxpayer the requested relief and
entered summary judgment for the STC, the County Assessor, and St. Louis County
(Defendants). On appeal, Taxpayer claims the circuit erred by (1) denying summary judgment to
Taxpayer on the basis that 8 155.040 RSMo 2000 precludes the STC from retroactively
apportioning the value of the aircraft; (2) finding that Taxpayer has an adequate remedy at law
and, thereby, denying Taxpayer’s request for declaratory judgment; and (3) denying Taxpayer’s
request for an injunction and mandamus because this additional relief is necessary.

AFFIRMED IN PART AND REVERSED IN PART.

Division Two Holds: The circuit court did not err by concluding that Taxpayer has an
adequate remedy at law via a pending tax collection action. This portion of the circuit court’s
judgment is affirmed. The circuit court, however, erred by ruling on the merits of Taxpayer’s
substantive tax claims and effectively granting declaratory relief for Defendants. This portion of
the circuit court’s judgment is reversed. Finally, because Taxpayer is not entitled to declaratory
relief, its claims for injunctive relief and mandamus also fail.
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