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Defendant/Respondent.

Plaintiffs Ruth Mickels, Joseph Mickels, Jr., Brittany Mickels, and Jennifer Unglesbee
appeal the Circuit Court of Marion County’s grant of summary judgment in favor of
defendant Dr. Raman Danrad.

AFFIRMED.

DIVISION FOUR HOLDS: To withstand summary judgment, the plaintiffs were
required to allege that Mr. Mickels would not have died but for Dr. Danrad’s failure to
diagnose his brain tumor. They alleged instead that Dr. Danrad’s negligence only
accelerated Mr. Mickels’s inevitable death from the tumor by six months. Because the
undisputed facts show that Mr. Mickels’s brain tumor was terminal and would have
caused his death regardless of Dr. Danrad’s alleged medical negligence, the plaintiffs’
claim fails as a matter of law. A terminal illness in the decedent defeats the requisite
element of causation in a claim for wrongful death based on medical negligence.
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