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Jason C. Voss (“Defendant”) appeals the judgment and sentence entered after a jury trial 

convicting him of first-degree involuntary manslaughter and distribution of a controlled 

substance.  The trial court sentenced Defendant to seven years of imprisonment and a $5,000 fine 

for his involuntary manslaughter conviction and fifteen years of imprisonment for his 

distribution of a controlled substance conviction, with the sentences to run consecutively.  On 

appeal, Defendant argues there is insufficient evidence to support his first-degree involuntary 

manslaughter conviction and that the trial court committed reversible error in admitting various 

portions of evidence during the penalty phase of trial.   

 

AFFIRMED.   

 

 Division Three holds:   

 

(1) There is sufficient evidence to support Defendant’s first-degree involuntary 

manslaughter conviction based on Defendant’s involvement in the death of Douglas 

Geiger (“Victim”) from a heroin overdose.  A reasonable juror could have found from 

the evidence of Defendant’s affirmative acts and omissions that he acted recklessly, 

i.e., consciously disregarded the risk of death to Victim and such disregard was a 

gross deviation from what a reasonable person would do in the circumstances of this 

case.  In addition, a reasonable juror could have found from the evidence that 

Defendant’s recklessness caused Victim’s death.      

 

(2) The trial court erred in, (a) admitting Chris Duren’s hearsay and non-hearsay 

testimony in the penalty phase which contained supposed details of Defendant’s 

involvement in her son Brandon’s heroin overdose and death; (b) allowing Chris 

Duren to make a statement during the penalty phase which related to Defendant’s 

alleged direct involvement in her son’s heroin overdose and death; (c) allowing the 

prosecuting attorney and Victim’s sister, Jessica Geiger, to have an exchange during 

the penalty phase which directly implicated Defendant in the heroin overdoses and 

deaths of five persons other than Victim; and (d) allowing Defendant’s probation 
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officer, Missy Kruse, to testify during the penalty phase as to what she read in a 

police report regarding Defendant’s alleged involvement in Bill Flannery’s heroin 

overdose and death.     

 

(3) Despite the trial court’s errors, we find there was substantial evidence presented to the 

jury to believe Defendant constituted a genuine threat to others and that a maximum 

sentence was appropriate, and we cannot conclude there is a reasonable probability 

that the jury would have imposed a lesser sentence but for the erroneously-admitted 

evidence.  This is because the jury was presented with evidence regarding 

Defendant’s admitted involvement in multiple heroin overdoses which resulted in the 

death of persons other than Victim, Defendant’s admission that he characterized 

himself as a grim reaper, the nature of Defendant’s crimes in this case, and victim 

impact evidence.  The preceding evidence was properly admitted and/or unobjected 

to, and it is not challenged on appeal. 
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