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Richard Sheerin appeals from the trial court’s judgment awarding $1,000 in monthly 
maintenance to his former spouse, Toinet Sheerin.  Richard asserts that the trial court abused its 
discretion in that the award exceeds his ability to pay. 
 
REVERSED AND REMANDED. 
 
DIVISION ONE HOLDS:  When determining the amount of maintenance, a trial court must 
balance the reasonable needs of the spouse seeking maintenance against the ability of the other 
spouse to pay.  Here, the trial court acknowledged that its award left Richard at a monthly deficit 
of over $500.  Additionally, a trial court should consider the obligation of a receiving spouse to 
contribute to her own support. Here, the court specifically found Toinet capable of minimum 
wage work but assumed in its calculations that she would remain unemployed indefinitely. 
 
 
Opinion by:  Clifford H. Ahrens, Judge  Lawrence E. Mooney, P.J., and Lisa Van 
Amburg, J., concur. 
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