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This appeal arises from the judgment dissolving the marriage of Lisa Rallo
(“Wife”) and Pete Rallo (“Husband”). Husband challenges the trial court’s decisions on
venue, custody, division of property and attorney fees.

AFFIRMED.

Division Three holds:

Venue was proper in St. Charles County, where Wife resided at the time she filed
the petition.

There was substantial evidence to support the trial court’s award of joint legal
custody, with ultimate decision-making in the event of irreconcilable differences to Wife,
and the award of sole physical custody to Wife.

The trial court’s division of property correctly excluded the non-existent remains
of a 2011 tax refund received by Wife and correctly included Husband’s entire pension as
marital property.

The trial court correctly imputed a minimum wage income to Husband after
concluding that Husband failed to use his best efforts to find employment despite an
ability to work.

The correct standard for determining an award of attorney fees in a dissolution
case is found in section 452.355.1, and cases adding or using instead an “unusual
circumstances” standard should no longer be followed. The trial court considered all of
the factors under the statute and did not abuse its discretion in ordering Husband to pay
half of Wife’s attorney fees.
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