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Defendant Timothy A. Pierce appeals from the circuit court’s judgment denying his Motion
to Suppress. Defendant asserts the circuit court should have granted the motion because the
chicken coop that the police searched without a warrant was within the curtilage of his home and,
therefore, subject to Fourth Amendment protections.

REVERSED AND REMANDED

DIVISON THREE HOLDS: (1) The four-factor test set forth in United States v. Dunn supports a
finding that the chicken coop was within the curtilage of Pierce’s home because it was within 100
yards of the residence, it was enclosed by the same fence enclosing the residence, the coop was
used for an intimate domestic purpose, and Defendant took affirmative steps to demonstrate his
expectation of privacy by hiding the interior of the chicken coop from view; (2) The chicken coop
was not within an open field, as argued by the State; and (3) No exceptions to the warrant
requirement applied, and no exigent circumstances existed to overcome Fourth Amendment
safeguards provided to property owners. Defendant Timothy Pierce’s conviction and sentence are
reversed and remanded.
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