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In this proceeding for an order of child protection, we decide two novel issues relative to 

exemptions sought by a petitioner under Section 455.504.2 of the Child Protection Orders Act.  

We determine whether the statute exempts a petitioner, first, from payment of the appellate court 

docket fee, and secondly, from payment of guardian ad litem fees.      

JUDGMENT REVERSED; CAUSE REMANDED 

DIVISION TWO HOLDS:  The appellate court docket fee is a “filing fee” and the guardian ad 

litem fees are “court costs,” as those terms are used in Section 455.504.2.  Therefore, a petitioner 

is exempt from paying these expenses.     
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