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Jonathan L. Downard (Father) appeals the judgment of the Circuit Court of Franklin County, the 
Honorable Patricia S. Joyce presiding, which modified an earlier custody judgment between him 
and Respondent Linda K. Miller (Mother).  Father argues that the trial court erred by failing to 
appoint a guardian ad litem, by finding changed circumstances sufficient to support an increase 
in the amount of child support Father is to pay Mother, by making that award retroactive, by 
awarding Mother attorneys' fees, and by denying his request for abatement of a portion of the 
child support.  
 
AFFIRMED AS MODIFIED. 
 
Division Four Holds:  We find no plain error resulting in manifest injustice or miscarriage of 
justice in the trial court's failure to appoint a guardian ad litem.  The trial court did not abuse its 
discretion in its award of attorneys' fees or retroactive child support.  The trial court did err in 
refusing to grant Father abatement of support for the months that he had no documentation of his 
daughter's enrollment in college.  In all other respects, the amounts the trial court ordered are 
supported by substantial evidence and are results of a proper application of the law.   
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