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Paula Beam (Beam) appeals from the judgment entered by the Circuit Court of Perry 
County following a bench trial in which Beam was convicted of a class D felony of leaving the 
scene of a motor vehicle accident, and the misdemeanor charges of failure to maintain financial 
responsibility, and improper turn on a divided highway.   
 
AFFIRMED IN PART, REVERSED AND REMANDED IN PART. 
 
 Division Four Holds:  Finding no error, we affirm the judgment of the trial court with 
regard to Beam’s conviction for failure to maintain financial responsibility.  However, we hold 
the trial court plainly erred by not obtaining a waiver from Beam of her right to a jury trial in 
open court and entered of record, and reverse and remand Beam’s conviction for felony leaving 
the scene of a motor vehicle accident for a new trial.  We also reverse the judgment of the trial 
court with regard to Beam’s conviction for a improper turn on a divided highway, and remand 
with directions to the trial court to allow the State the opportunity to amend the information.  
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