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Ahrens Contracting, Inc. (Defendant) appeals the judgment of the Associate Division of
the Circuit Court of the City of St. Louis in favor of Southwestern Bell Telephone Co., d/b/a
AT&T Missouri (Plaintiff). Defendant claims that the trial court erred in overruling Defendant’s
motion for a directed verdict because Plaintiff failed to prove a prima facie case of negligence
under the Underground Facility Safety and Damage Prevention Act (the “Act”).

AFFIRMED.

Division Four Holds: The trial court did not err in overruling Defendant’s motion for a
directed verdict. Plaintiff established a prima facie case of negligence under the Act in that (1)
Plaintiff presented substantial evidence that it owned the damaged underground telephone cable;
and (2) Plaintiff presented substantial evidence that Defendant caused the damage.
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