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OPINION SUMMARY 

 

 Lee Richardson, as wife of Stanford Richardson, Sr., deceased ("Plaintiff") appeals the 

grant of summary judgment in favor of Bryan Burrow on her wrongful death action.  In the 

underlying case, Plaintiff's petition alleged that Burrow, a paramedic employed by the City of St. 

Louis, placed an endotracheal tube in Stanford Richardson, Sr.'s ("Decedent") esophagus, rather 

than his trachea, causing Decedent to suffer an anoxic brain injury resulting in his death.  The 

trial court granted Burrow summary judgment on the grounds that his alleged negligent acts are 

protected by official immunity.       

REVERSED AND REMANDED. 

Division Four holds: 

 Burrow is not protected by official immunity because, under the circumstances of this 

case, Burrow's intubation of Decedent was a ministerial act performed pursuant to a City 
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of St. Louis mandate with no exercise of judgment involved.  Therefore, the trial court 

erred in granting Burrow summary judgment.  
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