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Larry Abt (Claimant) appeals from the final award of the Labor and Industrial 
Relations Commission (Commission) denying him permanent total disability benefits 
from Mississippi Lime Company (Employer) and the Second Injury Fund (Fund), 
awarding him permanent partial disability benefits from Employer and the Fund, and 
ordering Employer to reimburse Claimant for certain medical expenses.  Claimant asserts 
that the Commission erred in: (1) denying him reimbursement of his 2005 and 2006 
medical expenses; (2) rejecting the 2007 and 2010 reports of Dr. Robert Poetz; 
(3) rejecting the 2007 report of Wilbur Swearingin; and (4) finding that Claimant’s 
permanent total disability resulted solely from a subsequent deterioration of his 
preexisting conditions.  We affirm in part, reverse in part, and remand. 
 
AFFIRMED IN PART, REVERSED IN PART, AND REMANDED. 
 

Division Four Holds:  We affirm the Commission’s findings as to Dr. Poetz’s 
2007 opinion and Mr. Swearingin’s 2007 opinion.  We reverse the Commission’s 
determinations that: (1) Dr. Poetz’s 2010 report did not consider Claimant’s 2005 
medical history; (2) subsequent deterioration of the preexisting disabilities solely 
accounted for Claimant’s permanent total disability; and (3) Claimant was not entitled to 
reimbursement of the 2005 and 2006 medical expenses.  We remand for a reconsideration 
of the award in light of this opinion. 
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