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Anthony Brown (“Father”) appeals from the judgment of the trial court ordering that he 

and Karen Brown pay Christine Miller Hendrix (“Hendrix”) for her services as guardian ad 
litem.  Hendrix sought payment of fees for time she spent preparing an appellate brief she filed in 
response to an appeal filed by Father from the trial court’s judgment.  Father argues the trial 
court lacked authority to order the payment of guardian ad litem fees for Hendrix’s involvement 
in the appellate proceedings.  Father further alleges that the trial court erred because Hendrix 
failed to produce evidence that she earned reasonable guardian ad litem fees for performing 
necessary services for the benefit of the minor children. 
 
REVERSED and REMANDED. 
 
 Division Four holds: No legal authority exists allowing a guardian ad litem to participate 
in an appeal of a trial court’s disposition of a child custody matter under Section 452.423 or 
allowing the trial court to order payment of fees for same.  Therefore, the trial court erred in 
ordering Father and Mother to pay Hendrix for her costs on appeal.  Because the court erred in 
this respect, we do not reach Father’s second point regarding the reasonableness of Hendrix’s 
fees.   
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