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JOSEPH M. ELLIS and LISA WHITE HARDWICK, Judges 
 
  

Justin Walkup appeals his convictions for second-degree murder and 

armed criminal action.  He contends the circuit court erred in allowing the 

current chief medical examiner for Jackson County to testify because her 

testimony contained inadmissible hearsay statements about the autopsy 

performed by the former chief medical examiner.  

AFFIRMED. 
 
Division Three holds: The current chief medical examiner testified as a 

qualified expert to her own conclusions and opinions based upon her 

independent analysis of the factual information available to her.  She did not 

mention the former chief medical examiner’s conclusions or opinions, and the 

State did not attempt to introduce his autopsy report.  Because her 



testimony did not contain testimonial hearsay statements, the Confrontation 

Clause was not triggered.     
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